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Te Minister of Health’s first post-war Housing 
Return, extracts from which were given in our last 
issue, is, on the whole, disappointing. Only 352 per- 
manent houses have been erected by local authorities 
since VE-day. How much comfort can we derive from 
the rest of the information given in the White Paper ? 
For what it may prove to be worth a considerable 
amount of land has been acquired—sufficient to build 
417,168 permanent houses and 113,615 temporaries. 
Site development has been commenced on approximately 
two-fifths of this land and completed on about one- 
quarter. Tenders have been approved for 45,294 houses 
of which on January 31, 17,117 were under construction. 
In addition 12,025 temporary houses had been completed, 
25,625 were under construction and slabbing had been 
completed in the case of a further 40,361. Only 441 war- 
destroyed houses had been rebuilt (by the combined 
effort of local authorities and private builders), and in 
the case of some 3,167 more construction had been 
begun. 

The remainder of the Return deals with conversions 
and adaptations of existing premises, repairs of unoccu- 
pied war-damaged premises, temporary huts and 
housing accommodation made available by the re- 
quisitioning of unoccupied premises. 

The labour force engaged upon the construction or 
repair of houses in England and Wales had grown from 
24,440 in July last to 404,100 in January, 1946. This 
latter figure represents just under 60 per cent. of the 
total labour force in the industry. 


Comparative figures for a similar period after the 
1914-1918 war are not available, but it may prove a 
salutory check upon extravagant expectations to 
remember that the first figures available cover a period 
of 16 months, just twice the time which has elapsed 
between VE-day and the compilation of the present 
return, and showed that local authorities had built 576 
houses. At that time the building industry had to be 
built up from scratch, whereas an active industry not 
too severely depleted in personnel was available for our 
current housing programme when the war in Europe 
came to anend. Private enterprise was practically non- 
existent in 1919 and it made no substantial contribution 
to the provision of houses during the first period of three 
years or more. On the other hand, during the past 
six months private commercial enterprise has completed 
1,116 houses—that is more than three times as many as 
resulting from the combined efforts of every local author- 
ity in the country. This figure is not a large one, but it 
is remarkable that it should be as high as it is when one 
considers the many obstacles placed in the way of a 
builder who wants to build houses for the lower wage- 
earning groups. It is further remarkable that it con- 
tinues the established pre-war ratio as between commer- 
cial enterprise and local authority activity. 


Whether or not houses will ever be built in the numbers 
required if sole reliance is to be placed upon the local 
authorities is a question that can only be solved by the 
effuxion of time. It would appear, however, that the 
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sentatives of 120 local authorities in Yorkshire on 
March 1, Mr. BEVAN said :— 

“The small speculative builders who were in business 
before the war without costing clerks or clerical establish- 
ments were able to build houses for sale without being 
in a position to tender, and my Ministry has made arrange- 
ments to enable them to build houses of the kind ap- 
proved by, and at a figure satisfactory to, local authori- 
ties, which will then buy them. This is part of the 
endeavour to bring into production all the building forces 
which cannot beused by the normal methods of tender.” 

This scheme for utilising the services of the relatively 
small speculative house-builders is one which we believe 
the Minister has discussed with representatives of the 
Federation of Registered House-Builders. It is one 
which would appear to have considerable promise. It 
would enable local authorities to buy the houses out 
of the shop window, as it were; they would buy what 
they saw and the goods would be marked in plain 
figures. At a time when so much housing will be subject 
to tender it will be most advantageous to the local 
authorities to have the certain check of fixed prices. 
Tenders have a habit of falling considerably below the 
finished price of the building works. In order to bring 
tenders down to a level at which they will be approved 
by the Ministry of Health, local authorities are apt 
not only to cut out all unnecessary trimmings but also 
to dispense with those amenities which have been re- 
commended by the “ Burt” and other Committees as 
most desirable features of post-war housing. The 
nakedness of some of the houses which are the subject 
of present tenders will be apparent when the houses are 
built, and a demand will certainly be expressed for some 
of these amenities. Provisional sums inserted in tenders 
to cover the cost of these items will be found to be in- 
sufficient, with the result that the final cost will greatly 
exceed present optimistic estimates. 

In a period of shortage of materials it is reasonable to 
expect that there will be considerable delays on local 
authority contracts while decisions are being taken by 
sub-committees, full committees and ever. town councils 
themselves. It is claimed by the speculative builder 
that his ability to act quickly for himself enables him 
to avoid these delays by obtaining and building into the 
works materials that are available as and when they are 
available. Provided houses are certified and guaranteed 
as ‘conforming to an approved standard of construction 
such as that of the National House-Builders Registration 
Council, there should be no danger in permitting him 
freedom of choice if such freedom results in speedy 
construction. 

We hope that the smaller building firms will respond 
to this opportunity made available to them by the 
Minister, who has thus given proof of his willingness to 
try out any and every means, and to use every agency 
which shows a promise of giving him the houses which he 
so urgently wants. It is well known that the building 
industry comprises a large number of small units and that 
these small units are for the most part well equipped 
to undertake the smaller works in the near vicinity of 
their yards. 
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NOTES AND NEWS 


The Battle for Purbeck. 

Tue Admiralty have officially informed 
the Wareham and Purbeck Rural District 
Council that they will restore to public 
use the magnificent sandy beach of Stud- 
land Bay, extending to Poole Harbour. 

In spite of this (writes a correspondent) 
further permanent encroachments by the 
War Office are now contemplated. Flowers 
Barrow and Bindon Hill, both scheduled 
as National Monuments, have been battle- 
training areas for tanks since 1939, The 
surface so easily becomes waterlogged in 
this area that concrete runways have to 
be put down to enable tanks to operate. 
After the war with Germany and Japan 
was over, further extensive military 
works were carried out. Four public 
roads have been closed, and permanent 
road barriers erected since last May. This 
is causing great inconvenience. Further- 
more, 349 persoss, compulsorily evacuated 
in 1943, mainly smallholders and farm 
labourers, are still housed in temporary 
billets. 

An appeal made by the Wareham Rural 
District Council to the War Office for the 
release of the village of Tyneham has 
received a reply suggesting that even 
further land is to be taken over as a 
long-distance tank range. The ee 
pointed out that ‘‘ if evacuees from Tyne- 
ham are not allowed to return to their 
houses they will remain exiles to the end 
of their days from their native place and 
their parish church and churchyard.’ 

The latest position is that the War Office 
and the Air Ministry still retain large 
areas in the Isle of "Purbeck. When, if 
at all, these will be released is unknown. 
It can, however, definitely be stated that 
the eastern part of the Isle of Purbeck, 
known officially as the Studland Battle 
Training Area, is being cleared as quickl 
as possible of explosives, but the tan 
range on the west may have to be 
lengthened, as guns have longer ranges. 

A recent development is the examina- 
tion on the spot by representatives of 
the Ministry of Town and Country Plan- 
ning with a view to this beautiful area 
in Dorset becoming a National Park. It 
had already been scheduled by Mr. John 
Dower in his report as a reserve for a 
National Park. It is possible, however, 
that it may now be placed into the first 
rank. In that case, even more pressure 
will be brought upon the Service Depart- 
ments to remove all the impedimenta of 
war, and to release this national asset. 

The happiest solution may be that the 
tank training school will be transferred 
to the open spaces of Canada, and the 
Isle of Purbeck become England’s first 
National Park. 


The Royal Academy Exhibition 

This year’s Royal Academy Exhibition 
will open on Saturday, May 4, and close 
on Sunday, August 11. All works in- 
tended for the Exhibition must be punctu- 
ally sent there on one of the days fixed 
for their reception. These days this year 
will be: Water Colours, Pastels, Muinia- 
tures, Paintings in Tempera, Black and 
White Drawings, Colour Prints, Engrav- 
ings, and Architectural Drawings, Friday, 
March 29; Oil Paintings, Saturday, March 
30, and Monday, April 1; Sculpture, 
Tuesday, April 2. Hours for the reception 
of wo are 8 a.m. to 7 p.m., except 
Saturday, March 30, 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
All w must be delivered at the om 
lington Gardens Entrance. None will be 
received at Piccadilly entrance. 
works sent from the country or from 
abroad must be consigned to an agent in 
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London for delivery at the Academy, 
unpacked, on one of the appointed days. 
Works may not be sent by post to the 
Academy. No works in cases will be re- 
ceived; nor will the expenses of carriage 
be defrayed. A form giving full particu- 
lars of the regulations and procedure to be 


‘followed may be obtained from the Secre- 


tary, Royal Academy, Burlington House, 
Piccadilly, London, W.1, together with 
labels for attaching to the pictures. In 
the case of architectural works small 
photographs of architecture and architec- 
tural sculpture not exceeding “ half- 
plate ” size will be admitted, but only in 
connection with working drawings and 
included in the same frame. 


Housing Cost and the Private Builder. 
AFTER a private meeting with represen- 
tatives of local authorities at Newcastle 
last week, Mr. Aneurin Bevan, Minister of 
Health, said that there was shortly going 
to be a modification in the £1,200 restric- 
tion of house building costs. He did not 
want bad houses to be built on expensive 
sites. The private builder, who found that 
he could not provide a house for £1,200 


COMING EVENTS 


Friday, March 8. Bi 
GeorGiaAn Group. _ Opening of Exhibition of 
“American Colonial Architecture.” At 
Victoria and Albert Museum. 3 p.m. 
INSTITUTION oF MECHANICAL ENGINeERS. Mr. R. 
Some Aspects of the Ventilation of 
Storey’s-gate, S.W.1. 5.30 p.m. 





Poole on “ 
Factories.” 


Tuesday, March 12. 
WatupoarpD Mercnants’ Association. . Annual 
Meeting. The Waldorf Hotel, W.C.2. 2.30 p.m. 
InsTiITUTION oF SanitaRy Enoineers. Mr. J. B. 
Harvey on “45 Years of Problems on Small 
Water Supply and Sewerage Works.” Caxton 
Hall, 8.W.1. 6 p.m. 


Wednesday, March 13. 
“Goop Heatine ” Exuisition. Opening. Royal 
Horticultural Hall, 8.W.1 (open until March 


). 

Roya Society or Arts. Mr. Clough Williams- 
Ellis on “‘ National Parks.” John Adam-street, 
W.C.2. 1.45 p.m. 

L.M.B.A. Central Area No. 1. Meeting. 
Derry and Toms Restaurant, Kensington High. 
street, W.8. 2.15 p.m. 

GAUGE AND TOOLMAKERS’ ASSOCIATION. 
General Meeting. Grosvenor House, Park- 
lane. 2,30 p.m. 

DESIGN AND INDUSTRIES ASSOCIATION. Mr. 
Ashley Havinden on “ Design and_ Publicity.” 
London School of Hygiene, Keppel-street, 
W.C.1. p.m, 


Annual 


Thursday, March 14. 

Design AND INDUSTRIES AssocIATION. Mr. G. A. 
Jellicoe on “Reconstruction of our Streets.” 
County Hall, 8.E.1. 6 p.m. 

ars Group. Reports from members on 
“Architectural News from Abroad.” 66, 
Portland-place, W.1. 6.30 p.m. 


Saturday, March 16. 
oLoGicaL Society. Mr. John Summerson 
on “Churches of Victorian London.” St. 
Martin’s School of Art, W.C.2. 3 p.m. 
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because of the excessive cost of the deve- 
loped site, should state the cost of the site 
on his application to the local authority 
for the building licence. 

Mr. Bevan said that he had recently met 
representatives of building contractors and 
speculative builders, who represented a 
considerable building force which he was 
anxious to mobilise. Arrangements were 
being made to devise a scheme in which 
they would build houses on local authori- 
ties’ estates. It was the only way in 
which this kind of builder could be 
brought into the housing programme, ee 
scheme was not yet complete. In the 
Ministry’s opinion the number of houses 
built by local authorities for rent should” 
exceed the number by private builders for 
sale by four to. one. At the moment, 
houses built for sale were far in excess of 
that proportion. 


Rebuilding of Bomb-Damaged Property. 

Inquiries reaching the War Damage | 
Commission from all classes of owners of 
war-damaged land and buildings disclose’ 
a widespread impression that the Com. 
mission is responsible for the actual order- 
ing and carrying oyt of the work of re 
pair or rebuilding. The Commission’ 
desires to make it clear that this is not. 
correct. Its function is to pay the reason-. 
able charges for repairin aged build. ~ 
ings and for the rebuilding of those des- 
troyed which are entitled to cost of works, 
But in cases both of repair or rebuilding, 
where the work has not been undertaken 
by a local authority, the responsibility for 
making all the necessary arrangements lor” 
restoration — employment of architect, 
builder, etc.—rests solely with the owner. 
Complete facilities have been provided by 
the Commission for owners to consult its, 
regional offices on the specification and 
form of contract where a house is to be 
rebuilt as a cost of works case, and for 
the solution of any reasonable doubt 
whether some or all of any repairs pro- 

ed to be carried out are of a nature 
that the Commission would pay for. 

In cases where a local authority has 
partially repaired a war-damaged house, 
the owner should himself arrange for the 
remainder of the work to be done and 
claim against the Commission for its 
proper cost. 

New Committee for Regional Plan. } 

THe Minister of Town and Country 
Planning has ago a small committee 
“to advise him on the appropriate 
machinery for securing concerted action 
in the implementation of a regional plan 
for London as a whole.’’ The constitution 
of the committee is as follows :— 

Mr. Clement Davies, K.C.,_M.P., chairmail 
of Advisory Committee for London Region 
Planning, chairman; Mr. Lawrence E. Neal, 
deputy secretary of Ministry of Town an 
Country Planning 1943-February, 1946, vice 
chairman; Mr. E. G. Allen, member of Sever 
oaks and Godstone Joint Planning Committee; 
Mrs. J. Bolton, chairman of L.C.C. To 
tage | Committee; Mr. E. G. Culpin, chai 
man of Standing Conference on London Region 
Planning 1937-45; Mr. E. S. Fox, member ¢ 
South-West Essex Joint Planning Committee 
Mr. Robert. Grant, chairman of County Counei! 
Planning Committee of Middlesex; Mr. A. T 
Pike, chairman of North Middlesex. and Sow 
Herts Joint Planning Committee; Mr. G. W 
Warren, chairman of West Middlesex Joil 
Planning Committee; Mr. J. E. McColl, co-opte 
member of L.C.C. Education Committee; Mr 
W. A. Robson, Reader in Administrative Law 
London School of Economics; Sir C._ Geoffre} 
Vickers, V.C., member of London Passenger 
Transport Board; Miss J. F. Figgis, secretary. ~ 

The Minister’s statement announcing 
this will be found on page 245. 


King’s Cross Station. 

ILLUSTRATED in our’ issue for February 
22 was @ scheme for a new ‘frontage to 
King’s Cross Station, with a two-storeyed 
triangular portion lying between the mail 
building and the Euston-road. We are 
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Unfinished Marble Statuette of Hermes, 

showing drill-holes, pointing-marks and 

tool-marks of various kinds, probably 
about 330 B.C. 
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The Chatsworth Head. Bronze hollow- 

cast Head of Apollo, from a cult-statue 

of the god once at Tamassos in Cyprus. 
About 460 B.C. 


EXAMPLES FROM THE EXHIBITION OF GREEK ART. 


informed that the design was prepared 
under the general supervision of Mr. 
J. ©. L. Train, Chief Engineer of the 
L.N.E.R., with whom Mr. H. H. Powell, 
A.R.I.B.A., the Southern Area Architect, 
was associated. 


Director of Housing, Westminster. 

Westminster: Crry Counc, is recom- 
mended by its General- Purposes Com- 
mittee to set up. a separate housing 
department under a Director of Housing, 
whose salary would be £1,600, rising to 
£2,000. The Director would be responsible 
for the direction of all new housing 
schemes, and the staff and functions of 
other departments at present responsible 
for housing work would be transferred 
to his control. The post would be 
advertised. 


St. James’s Churchyard, Piccadilly. 
Unrit such time as the church is re- 
built, the whole of the churchyard of St. 
James’s, Piccadilly, is to be laid out as 
a garden. The cost of the work will be 
borne by The Daily Herald, who are 
being advised by Professor A. E. 
Richardson, R-A., FRIBA. 


An Appointment. 

Mr. H. Kerrerr Asrerr, A.R.I.B.A., 
A.M.T.P.I., has been appointed Housing 
Architect to the Nottingham City Council. 
Mr. Ablett takes up his duties on April 1, 
and will be glad to receive trade catalogues 
addressed to The Guild Hall, Nottingham. 


From The Builder of 1846. 
Saturday,.March 7, 1846. 


Royat Apetarme GatteRy.—Grand new 
Series of Novelties. This day, March 4, 
and during the week, les Perrres Dan. 
sEUSES ANGLAISES, or Band of Infant 
Figurantes, will commence their engage- 
ment, _The American Palmer, the most 
celebrated Nigger Melodist and Banjo 
Player of the Day, will also make his first, 
appearance. . . . In addition to the other 
attractions, every evening : the Gas Micro. 
scope, Chromatrope, Dissolving Views, 
Chemical Lectures and the Atmospheric 
Railways.—From an Advertisement. 


GREEK ART AT THE R.A. 


An Exhibition of Greek Art is now 
open at the Royal Academy. The admir- 
able catalogue gives much information 
about the objects to be seen. An inter- 
esting comparison may be made between 
this work of remote centuries and what 
is styled “‘modern” art. Such a com- 
parison should have a chastening effect 
on the ultra-moderns. 

We propose to draw attention only to 
those subjects which are embellishments 
of fine architecture (such as sculpture or 
bronzes). An outstanding exhibit is the 
unfinished marble statuette of Hermes 
(No. 148).’ This masterpiece, lent by Mr. 
H. Clifford Smith, shows the drill-holes, 
pointing-marks and tool-marks of various 
kinds. It dates probably from about 
330 B.c. No. 174 (illustrated), known as 
the Chatsworth head, is a bronze hollow- 
cast head of Apollo (470-460 B.c.), from a 
cult statue of the god which once stood 
in a sanctuary of Apollo at Tamassos, in 
Cyprus. The circumstances of its dis- 
covery and subsequent fate are interesting, 
if sad. In 1836, peasants digging a well 
found the complete statue, and when it 
was dragged by oxen over a river bed, 
head and limbs fell off. The figure was 
naked and had the left foot advanced. 
The peasants broke up and sold all, but 
the head passed through several hands, 
and was acquired, in 1838 or 1839, by the 
sixth Duke of Devonshire. It is lent by 
the present. Duke. 

Other interesting exhibits are: No. 
151, statuette of a girl in Parian marble 
—Hellenistic work, about the first 
century B.c.; No. 154, torso in Pentelic 
marble, of the Apollo Sauroktonos 
(Lizard Slayer), probably about 300'B.c., 
lent by the Syndics of the Fitzwilliam 
Museum; No. 155, statue of Apollo in 
Parian marble, restored, lent by Sir 
Francis Cook, Bart. 

Sections of the exhibition cover 
Cycladic work, pottery, terra-cottas, 
bronzes, statues, tapestries, embroideries, 
pictures, lithography, and modern paint- 
ing. The exhibition will close on Sunday, 
March 17. : 


‘ the 
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IS ENGLISH ARCHITECTURE 
DEAD? 


DEBATE AT THE A.A. 


Srupents of the Architectural Associa- 
tion debated this subject at a meeting 
held at 36, Bedford-square on Febru- 
ary 28. Mr. Keatine Cray, who proposed 
a@ motion that architecture is dead, con- 
fined his views to the architecture pro- 
duced in this country during the last 
10 years. This was dead, he said, because 
it was not in line with the scientific 
development of the age. While a pipe- 
line was laid across the Channel in one- 
mile lengths,, the standard method of lay- 
ing a drain pipe was still to use glazed 
ware pipes jointed at 2-ft. centres. This 
was typical of traditional architecture, 
and, being medieval, it was dead. 

He was equally severe on the architec- 
ture that blandly considered itself contem- 
porary because it was designed to look 
modern. It did not adopt the scientific 
method and, being concerned with effect, 
it was renaissance in concept. This was 


the age of the scientific method, but archi- 
tects did not use this method. We still 
had no architecture of the society of 
to-day, and consequently architecture was 
ead. 


But Mr. C..S8. Knicur, who opposed 
the motion, said there was a philosophy 
of architecture, meaning thereby the basic 
ideas and theories without which no _build- 
ing could be erected; there was the prac- 
tice, i.e., the attempt to produce buildings 
in the conditions of the time, and, thirdly, 
there was the product—the buildings pro- 
duced by the ideas and conditions. The 
existence of the poets alone, without 

ractice or the product, was sufficient 
te show that architecture was alive, and, 
further, architecture was not dead so long 
as the basic architectural impulse existed 
to provide shelter which was beautiful 
as well as functional. 

A t many verv short speeches 
followed. Commenting on the debate, a 
correspondent writes : Brevity is the soul 
of wit, says one proverb, and another adds 
that in the multiplicity of counsellors 
there is wisdom; but it cannot be said 
that the audience on this occasion added 
much to the argument on either side of 
the question. There seemed to be general 
agreement that the conveniences of a 
modern flat gave satisfaction of one sort, 
while the spaciousness and élegance of 
Georgian rooms gave another—a very 
natural reflection on the part of youth 
and health, which can find pleasure any- 
where. When put to the vote, the motion 
was overwhelmingly defeated—45 to 13. 


It should be said that everybody spent 
a pleasant evening, and that none 
enjoyed themselves more than the pseudo- 
pessimists. The bleak prospect of prac- 
tising a dead profession did not depress 
them in the least. 


Professional Announcements. 

Mr. Frepericx Greserp, F.R.E-B.A., AM. 
T.P.1.. has changed his address to 35, Gordon- 
square, W.C:1 (teléphone : Euston 7795). 

Mr. A. H. Down, A.R.1.B.A., has commenced 
private practice and opened offices at Peloquin- 
chambers, 18, St. Augustines’-parade, Bristo’. 
(Bristo¥ 26950), where he will be glad to 
ceive -trade catalogues. 

Masor H. Wrvorave Ciarx, R.E., has now been 
released from military service and has recom- 
menced his practice as an architect at 64, Pewley- 
way, Guildford, Surrey, with additional offices in 
High-street, Guildford, d Springfield-road, 
Horsham. ‘Trade literature will be appreciated. 

Mr.J. Epwarp Watton, registered architect, sur- 
veyor, has opened an office at 2, Park-row, Not- 
tingham, and would be pleased to receive trade 
catalogues. 


re- 
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’ C. C. HANDISYDE, A.R.I.B.A., 
A.A. Dip., ARCHITECT 


1. G. EVANS, M.A., B.Sc., 
DIRECTOR OF RESEARCH 


THIS GROUP OF EIGHT EXPERIMENTAL 
houses in the grounds of the Building 
Research Station, Garston, Watford, is 
not intended to be a demonstration of 
recommended post-war design or con- 
struction. The houses are, rather, ex- 
perimental structures which contain a 
number of. special factors required for 
experimental purposes. One of the 
main objects was to carry out full-scale 
trials on heat insulation to determine 
‘ what effect on fuel consumption could 
be obtained with varying standards 
of insulation. 

Of the eight houses the six inter- 
mediate ones are identical in plan and 
exposure, and these six form the major 
part of the heat insulation trial. The 
two end houses provide the necessary 
shelter which makes the six houses 
precisely comparable. 

The tests ‘arose out of the recom- 
mendation of the Heating and Ventila- 
tion (Reconstruetion) Committee of the 
Building Research Board whose report 
has recently appeared, and are in- 
tended to provide some confirmation 
of the views of the Committee. Four 
grades of insulation, A, B, C and D, 
have been employed, as shown in 
Table A. 


HOUSES AT GARSTON FOR EXPERIMENT ON HEAT INSULATION 
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TaBLE A.—THERMAL TRANSMITTANCE (B.Th.U. /Sq. Ft. /Hr. /°F.) 











A B Cc. D 
External walls Pe ge 0.34 0.25 0.20 0.15 
- » livingroom .. 0.34 0.20 0.15 0.10 
Windows... oe * 1.0 1.0 1.0 0.5 
a living room 1.0 1.0 0.5 0.5 
Ground floor gs ae 0.25 0.20 0.15 0.10 
Roof and top floor ceiling 0.56 0.30 0.20 0.15 

















Grade A represents the ordinary pre-war houses and Grade C the standard recommended 
by the Committee. 
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The Main (West) Entrance Front. 


SIR JOHN PRIESTMAN EYE INFIRMARY, SUNDERLAND 


FOR DURHAM COUNTY & SUNDERLAND 
WILLIAM & T. R. MILBURN FF.R.I.B.A., ARCHITECTS 





The Outpatients’ Department Entrance. . 
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Main Entrance to Administration. 


Taz New Bvumpincs ror Tak Sm Joun 
Priestman, Durham County and Sunderland Eye 
Infirmary, in Alexandra Road, Sunderland 
replace out-of-date premises in a congested part 
of the town. Designed to provide a compre- 
hensive eye service for Sunderland and Durham 
County, they were completed and made ready for 
occupation in 1942. Accommodation is pro- 
vided for a daily out-patient service, a day and 
night accident service and an Orthoptic Clinic. 
In-patient accommodation comprises 28 beds for 


men, 20 beds for women, eight beds for children, 
two beds for special nursing cases and two for 
paying patients. 

The rather awkward triangular shape of the 
site, with a fall from the main approach road, 
dictated an unusual shape of layout plan, the 
main principles of- which were to provide an 
out-patient service close to the main road and 
wards with a sunny, open aspect. 

The special requirement for an institution of 
this description was to provide a clean atmosphere 
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* 


The Children’s Wards, from Garden. 


and eliminate as far as possible smoke and fumes 
from coal fires. Having negotiated an economic 
rate with the Local Authority for the provision 
of electricity, practically every service within 
the institution is done electrically, and this is 
one of the first all-electric institutions in the 
country. Three electrode circulators provide 


General View of Wards, from South. 


the heating units for a pumped circulating system 
for heating and domestic hot water supply. 


The whole of the interior finish is designed - 


with a view to hygiene, easy cleaning and the 
reduction ‘of noise. Corridors and stairs are 


‘paved with “ korkoid,” wards with teak blocks 


and operating theatres with terrazzo. 
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North Entrance to Administration Block (Ground Floor) and Nurses’ Home. 

















The Board Room. 


SIR JOHN PRIESTMAN EYE INFIRMARY, SUNDERLAND. 
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The total cost of the buildings ts 
was £71,256. 1b ‘=iieethen 


The architects were Messrs. Wm. &. a 
T. R. Milburn, FF.R.I.B.A., of : 
Sunderland. Messrs. Ramsay & 
Primrose, of Glasgow, were the svtes 1s wocesects s 
electrical consultants. The building ee N 
contractors were. Messrs. D. & J. j “i eed ein in a 
Ranken, Ltd., of Sunderland. | 

Sub-contractors and suppliers were : 
Structural steelwork, J. W. Ellis 
& Co., Ltd., Newcastle-on-Tyne ; 
cast stone, Northern Cast Stone Co., 
Ltd., Gateshead-on-Tyne ; suspended 
floors, Diespeker -& Co., Ltd., London ; 
“* Glas-crete ” rooflights, epee 

& Co., Ltd., London ; doors, cnientaeanans ae Rite a: 























CUMECas were 


Leaderflush, Ltd., Nottingham ; lifts, 
Pickerings, Ltd., Stockton-on-Tees ; 
wood block floors, A. M. Macdougall all 4 
& Sons, Glasgow ; cork floors, Mundit 5 AE wn sais a3 te os 

Cork Products, London, §.E1 ; tiling iL 
and terrazzo, A. Andrews & Sons, Coons tereaset,> : gcencs ; sarees { 
Ltd., Leeds, 9; lino, floor coverings, = 
Binns, Ltd., Sunderland ;. metal win- 


dows, Henry Hope & Sons, Ltd., ae [aT Bie Be i! 


sus 
+, Teceace. 








oceksses. 

















Birmingham; asphalting to roofs, 
Lancastrian Asphalte. Contractors ; 
plastering, Webster, Davidson & 
Co., Ltd., Sunderland; plumbing, 
Samuel Talbot, Ltd., Sunderland ; 
glazing, C. W. Wilson & Sons, Ltd., 
Sunderland; decorating, Jas. S. 
Grabham, Sunderland; heating, 
Steel & Co., Ltd., Sunderland ; 
electrical installations, F. Reid Ferens 
& Co., Ltd., Sunderland. 
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The” Ground-floor Plan.) 
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The First- and Second-floor Plans. 
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CORRESPONDENCE 


[Whilst we are glad to publish letters on profes- 
and other matters of interest to our 3, 
‘stood that we do not Leap | 
remarks of correspondents, who w 
ill as briefly 
as possible, 
Craftsmanship in Building. 
To Tus Eprror or The Builder. 

Sir,—Is craftsmanship in building 
dying? I am inclined to think so. One 
hears to-day of bricklayers who complain 
about laying more than 400 bricks per day. 
Are they craftsmen? Before the war a 
bricklayer would lay 1,000 bricks a day. 
This was one of the reasons that he es 
lay claim to being a craftsman. His 
labourer could lay, if necessary, 400 bricks 
per day. The fact that he could not lay 
1,000 is one of the reasons be he was an 
unskilled worker. It seems that a lot of 
the so-called craftsmen of to-day are really 
only equivalent to the unskilled labour of 
pre-war days. Payment by results has 
had a bad influence on both skilled and 
unskilled labour. The rate setting was far 
too low and consequently has accustomed 
the workers to a slow rate of working. 
The worker now thinks that if he does 
more than that he is making his employer 
a fabulous profit. This is an entirely 
wrong idea in these days of strong com- 
petitive tendering. This does not apply 
to real craftsmen but more to the o-onied 
craftsmen. A lot of pre-war labourers 
were of more use to their employers than 
the craftsmen of to-day are now. 

In my opinion it is a mistake to pay all 
the same kind of tradesmen the same rate 
of pay. One craftsman may be of much 
more value to his employer than another 
of the same trade. It would be far better 
if the same policy was adopted as in the 
past, viz., pay @ man what he is worth. 
If a man earns an extra 3d. or 4d. per 
hour for his nag mag increase his rate 
pre gies 5 It been suggested that 
the employers should not employ the bad 
or so-called craftsmen, but that is prac- 
tically impossible in these days, when the 
demand is much larger than the suprly. 

I have noticed since returning from the 
Services that people move and work much 
slower than before the war and are apt 
to think that the ex-Serviceman who tries 
to be energetic is reg | mad. The ten- 
dency is for him to fall into their way 
and rate of working. This must be avoided 
at all costs if we are to make any progress 
in the building trade, 

These views, which I express as a 
builder’s estimator and surveyor, will no 
doubt cause stones to be flung at my head, 
but I know that they will not come from 
the real craftsmen but only the so-called. 

Many suggestions have been made that 
the workers should receive bonus on 
results, and this in spite of the fact that 
it is the employers’ money and not theirs 
which is being risked, but no suggestion 
has ever been made that they should 
also share in the employers’ losses. Whilst 
I agree with the principle of bonus, I do 
think that losses should be taken into con- 
sideration and deductions accordingly 
made from the bonuses. It must be 
remembered that when the bonus system 
is adopted it is very similar to piecework. 
As all people concerned with the building 
trade know, this entails an extra cost to 
the builders, due to the extra amount of 
material wasted. This should be taken 
into consideration in assessing bonus. 

Until such time as the workers of the 
building trade forget all these petty 
claims, cease to be solely , once 


more take an interest in their work and 
work as hard as they did in pre-war days, 
we not get anywhere, and the 
builders will be bound to take, in Mr. 
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Aneurin Bevan’s words, a ‘“ pessimistic 
> ” 


ew. 

Workers of the building trade! Let’s 
get down to it, and then, if the country 
can give us the materials, we shall be able 
to rehouse England in a reasonably short 
tim 


e. L. E. Lorp. 
Gable End, Longley-road, 
Farnham, Surrey. 


** Black Market” Building. 
To tHe Eprror,or The Builder. 

Sir,—I note that Mr. Bevan has again 
referred to ‘‘ Black Market’’ building 
work, and has called on all building trade 
workers to refrain from doing this, and to 
report to him any such work that is being 
carried out privately. This is all very 
well, but surely the Minister of Health 
has missed his opportunity by not asking 
these oferatives also to inform him of the 
‘‘ unorthodox ”? amount and character of 
work which is still being carried out by 
his own department, through the agency 
of the local authorities. 

In the past few days I have come across 
a local authority which has had done 
under its instructions work such as com- 
plete reinstatement of hand-worked, well- 
made cornices, which would certainly have 
been refused to private trading. 

Another local authority has sent ou! 
and pulled down well-completed ceilings, 
put, up in 1944 in fibre board and paid 
for by the W.D.C., and is now, without 
being asked to do so by the owners, 
although naturally they agree to having 
the work done, putting up new plaster- 
board ceilings. 

Another authority has, since June, 
1944, been repairing twelve houses and 
is still not finished, although men from 
various contractors have been working on 
the property without a break ever since. 

If there are men to spare to do work 
twice, why have I been refused a licence 
to make habitable, at a cost of some 
£1,000, a 1930 house that cost some 
£6,000, and is now falling to pieces 

These examples can be multiplied by 
every professional man. We are being 
refused licences for fixed-price work, yet 
nearly all local authorities are still carry- 
ing on work at cost-plus, with no idea 
of actual cost. We have to produce a 
permanent house at below £1,300, in- 
cluding overheads, etc., but the local 
authorities are being urged to put ur 
ten-year temporary huts at any price be- 
tween £1,300 and £1,500. Is thi housing 
the people, or just pushing a policy? 
Only freer enterprise can bring down 
prices. Speeches stating that 4d. extra 
per hour mean cheaper houses sound well, 
but mean nothing in the trade. 

8S. Yupxin, F.F-.S. 


Housing Subsidy. 
To rue Eprron or The Builder. 

Sm,—It is true, as you say in your com- 
ment on Mr. Colin Penn’s letter in your 
issue of February 22, that not all the 
working classes wish to occupy a house 
subsidised by the community at large, but 
unless the idea of subsidising houses is 

iven a good deal of thought it seems that 
t x have little choice. 

he subsidising of what is known as 

working-class housing may be one of the 
first examples of Government manipula- 
tion of money for the purpose of hiding 
the true cost of living, but it becomes none 
the more respectable by reason of its age. 
Nowadays the rise in the cost of food, too 
is camouflaged by a similar —— an 
if subsidy-mania is allowed to continue 
there seems no reason why subsidies should 
not soon be extended to bricks, cement, 
fe tiles, and other components of our 
trade, 


> 
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I believe that. the provision of housing 
for the lower-paid income- should 
not rest on subsidies, but sh be made 
the subject of study by the trade as a 
whole. The present cost of houses is far 
too high to make their provision for letting 
an attractive investment, but I think that 
this could be overcome. 

The present cost of a ‘‘ working-class ”’ 
house, at a rough average, seems to be 
around £1,200. Now, £1,200, invested at 
a rate of 5 per cent., would bring in a 
return of : per year. Obviously, to 
bring in this return after rates and repairs 
have been os = bah rent would be 
necessary w. wo prohibitive to 
any artisan earning a bare rate for a 
standard week. 

But if prices could be cut by one-third, 
we get the following result :— 








Cost of house £800 0 0 
Return at 5 cent. -- 40 00 
Add for rates (estimated) ... 13 0 0 
Add for repairs... ... 5 0 0 
£58 0 0 
Thig gives us a required rental of 22s. 


per week inclusive of rates, a rental which 
1s just within the reach of a well-paid 
Muck d has b 

Much mu een slung at the specu- 
lative builders, perhaps pn of them coe 
come forward with a scheme which could 
80 a work on the site that prices 
could be iS got down by a third? any 
case, many of your contributors and many 
of the speakers repo in your columns 
have admitted that prices are too high. If 
the Government plan for the bulk purchase 
of materials works out well, that part of 
the cost of building might quite con- 
ceivably be radically reduced, 

As to the finance of the scheme, there 
would be, first, the Councils, whose 
housing estates would be an.asset instead 
of a burden; and, secondly, capital which 
is lying idle could be persuaded into 
housing schemes, Such schemes would 
give @ good return on money, combined 
with a lack of the risk of losses which are 
almost inevitable in all but the most gilt- 
edged of securities (and the returns from 
the latter are far less than 5 cent.). 

_ Tosum up. I believe that for the build- 
ing trade to ask for subsidies for house- 
building is wrong and unnecessary ; that, 
given proper organisation and the removal 
of official im ts, the cost of houses 
can be radically reduced; that, given that 
reduction, investment in property to be 
rented to the working classes would be an 
attractive proposition. 

: Ronatp Harrison. 
11, Bonnington-square, 8S. W.8. 


The Black-Coated Worker. 
To rue Eprror of The Builder. 
Sm,—In reply to Mr. Turbayne, I am 
not questioning the office workers’ in- 
dispensability under modern conditions of 
production, but I am questioning their 
right to demand the help of manual 
workers when they do nothing to help 
themselves. If office workers require 
better conditions they must organise. 
H. Hevmann, 
Statistical and Research Dept., 
National Federation of Building 
Trades Operatives. 
Dalton Hill 


Albury Guildford, 
Surrey. 


George Edwards, J.P., F.R.1.B.A. 

Tue death has taken place, on March 3, 
of Mr. George Ed J.P., F.R.LB.A., 
of Cheniston, Egham, Surrey, in his 92nd 
year. 











THE ORGANISATION OF 
BUILDING SCIENCE 
RESEARCH 


PROFESSOR BERNAL’S PAPER AT 
THE R.1.B.A. 


A paper under the title of ‘‘ The Organi- 
sation of Building Science Research ’’ was 
read by Prorsssorn J. D. Bernat, M.A., 
F.R.S., at a meeting organised by the 
Architectural Science Board, and held on 
March 6 at the R.LB.A. Professor 
Bernal said :— 

Research in Building in post-war Britain 
is likely to take on a much wider meaning 
than it had before the war. Building re- 
search is, of course, not new to this 
country; it has behind it a long record of 
achievement of the Building Research 
Station. But the need to make up for the 
cessation of building during the war and 
for war destruction, in circumstances in 
which neither materials nor labour can be 
expected on a scale adequate to the re- 
quirements for building, imposes on re- 
search a task both wider and more urgent 
than has ever existed. war years, 
however, have not been wasted. Both in 
research and donstruction, but perhaps 
most of all in organisation, architects and 
scientists have learned lessons which it 
should be possible to convert almost imme- 
diately to meet our present requirements. 
One of the most valuable steps, to my 
mind, was the setting up of the Architec- 
tural Science Group in 1941, which has 
since grown into the Architectural Science 
Board and acquired a definite place on the 
professional side of architecture. The 
original members of the Architectural 
Science Group were far-sighted enough to 
see that, if the practice of building was 
not to lag permanently behind all other in- 
dustrial practices, it would need to be 
supplemented by research and by the 
scientific education of architects to enable 
them to profit to the greatest extent from 
the results of that research, At that time 
there could be no immediate prospect of 
actually carrying out the research, but 
those discussions on what research was 
necessary which were carried out in the 
spare time of men already overburdened 
with war work, have proved of enormous 
value. The present organisation and the 
future programme of research in building 
walerionee by the Ministry of Works and 
the Ministry of Health is very largely the 
direct result of the proposals of the Archi- 
tectura] Science Group. 


A New Concept of Research. 

The pre-war concept of building re- 
search as a technica] matter of the exami- 
nation of the performance of materials, 
essentially an extension of routine testing, 
has been replaced by a much wider con- 
cept. Research now includes general 
sociological and economic studies aimed at 
formulating in the first place the needs for 
building in such a way that the right 
technical problems are presented, and then 
further research and development for 
solving those problems with regard to 
the human and economic aspects of the 
building industry. Now this is an enor- 
mous pro; e. It was necessarily quite 
outside the capacities of any voluntary 
organisation, but even with full Govern- 
ment support it will take a long time 
before it can be fully implemented. In 
the meantime there are particularly urgent 
problems to be solved, geen - in 
the field of housing, and the immediate 
question is to find the appropriate priori- 
ties so that a still limited number of re- 
search workers can achieve those results 
which can most rapidly be turned to prac- 
tical advantage. is was the task put 
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before Sir Reginald Stradling when he was 

poi Scientific Adviser to the 
Ministry of Works and for the general con- 
sideration of which the Scientific Advisory 
Committee, of which I have the honour 
to be chairman, was appointed. 

Our first task was to survey the whole 
field in order to separate out the questions 
which it was most practicable to tackle at 
once from the more long-term requirements 
and to find the best available means for 
getting answers to these questions. The 
Committee itself was ‘concerned only with 
the broad issues; the detailed work has de- 
volved on a number of sub-committees and 
panels, There hag been a broad four-fold 
division of the work into requirements, 
materials, structures and construction, and 
building industry. From the start the 
emphasis had been put on housing rather 
than ‘building in general, though the 
organisation set up and a good many of the 
results will be applicable to much more 
general building problems. 

The requirements section is itself divided 
into two—physiologica] and functional re- 
quirements. Both deal with what the archi- 
tect traditionally refers to as the ‘‘ com- 
modity ” of building. But although cen- 
turies of tradition lie behind this provision 
of requirements, it is surprising how little 

recise information ig available. It might 

© argued, of course, that as people have 
got used to, or adapted to, buildings as 
they exist, it would be well e h to 
accept this fact and look no further. How- 
ever irritating to the seeker after know- 
ledge,no one would be the worse off. But 
this argument will not hold in post-war 
conditions where the actual needs of the 
situation and the restrictions under which 
work must, be carried out impose neces- 
sarily many variations from traditional 
pose in building. New materials will 

ave to be used on account of scarcities, 
new methods of construction attempted in 
order to get buildings up in less time and 
to save labour, The question of satisfac- 
tory ormance of houses from the point 
of view of the occupiers becomes of primary 
importance and cannot be answered by 
appeals to tradition. For example, we 
have the problems of heating and con- 
densation. How are people likely to re- 
spond to new t; of centrally placed 
heating units and how is their use likely 
to affect domestic habits, for instance in 
the possibility of the use of bed-sitting 
rooms in a warm house? Or, how are we 
going to make full use of lighter methods 
of construction and avoid condensation in 
or on walls or roof? These questions have, 
of course, both physiological and sociologi- 
cal bearings. e hope to be able to lay 
down the conditions of heating, ventila- 
tion and genera] sanitation which will be 
the best for health. But to do this a great 
deal of work will be necessary and much of 
this work cannot be carried out in the 
laboratory, but only under conditions much 
mons Sere approximating those in every- 

y life. 


Social Conditions of Living. 

This applies even more forcibly to the 
functional or social conditions of living. 
The modern house is becoming a place 
equipped from the start for carrying out a 
number of domestic occupations with the 
minimum of loss of time or discomfort for 
the occupants. The whole equipment of 
the house has to be adapted at the same 
time to its general construction and to the 
particular needs of the occupants. Here, 
again, once we depart from tradition we 

Ii need a t deal of research on such 
questions as the optimal heights of sinks, 
the best ways of placing cupboards and 
cookers and the proper divisions between 
the kitchen and the dining-room. ll 
these, it may be said, are the concern of 
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the manufacturer or the architect, but we 
cannot leave them so at present. They 
need to be co-ordinated if we are to have 
effectively standardised plant and economic 
production of equipment on a mass basis. 
Here, again, research would have to be 
carried out in a realistic way. For this 
purpose, both for the physiological and 
tunctional requirements, two les of ex- 
eriment are projected; one, based on the 
aboratory or studio, and the other on the 
field or experimental house. In the first, 
conditions or appliances will be tested 
under fully controllable conditions, either 
in @ laboratory or in a mock-up room as in 
a cinema studio. Here, physical constants, 
such ag temperature, can be exactly 
measured and domestic operations timed 
and photographed. This work will be 
carried out wherever suitable conditions 
can be found, at the London School of 
Hygiene, the Building Research Station or 
the new development station which the 
Ministry of Works is setting up at the 
Thatched Barn on the Barnet By-pass. The 
object of the studio stage is both to find 
the principles of planning of housing space 
and equipment and to pilot its development 
into the most promising directions. 


The second stage will be far more ex- 
tensive and will be needed before final 
acceptance of any development. It will 
take place in groups of experimental 
houses, several hundred in number, which 
are being built. by the Ministry of Works. 
These houses are being planned both on 
traditional and modern prefabricated lines. 
(Their actual construction is being studied 
by the fourth section of Ministry of Works 
research and will be discussed later.) Once 
finished, they will be occupied for the most 
part by perfectly ordinary householders, 
selected by local authorities, from whom 
it is hoped to get simple but adequate in- 
formation as to the performance of the 
houses. We aim to achieve this by instal- 
ling in one house out of every 60 a resident 
experimental officer with his family. This 
resident officer will have the task of mak- 
ing a detailed scientific study of the per- 
formance of his own house and of collect- 
ing data ig wives Pasar the occupants of 
the other houses. ese, in turn, will be 
divided into two les; normal tenants 
who will have perfect freedom in the equip- 
ment and use of their houses, and experi- 
mental tenants proper, nine for each group 
of 60, who would be provided with a 
variety of equipment which may be 
changed from time to time in order to de- 
termine its relative value independently of 
the vagaries of individual taste. Natur- 
ally such a large-scale experiment will take 
some considerable time before definite re- 
sults can be expected. In certain respects, 
namely deterioration, we hope ind that 
we shall have to wait many years before 
much useful material comes to light, but 
long before this the experience of the 
tenants should bring out prt Managed 
advantages of one type of planning or 
equipment over another which should lead 
to the continuous improvement of both the 
house and its equipment. 

It is clear that this experiment, exten- 
sive as it is, will not tell us the whole 
story ; particularly it tells us nothing about 
conditions in old houses, and for that 
further controlled experiments will be 
needed. But these may well be of a volun- 
tary nature. It should not be impossible 
to organise, at least in big centres and uni- 
versity towns, associations of householders 
who would co-operate in giving factual in- 
formation about the performances of their 
houses, particularly in such matters as coal 
consumption, warmth in summer and 
winter, time taken to clean, ete. It ‘s 
astonishing how little information exists 
on this topic. In a monumental study by 














March 8 1946 


PEP just published, a table is. given of 
the average times spent by housewives on 
cooking, cleaning, washing up, etc. The 
best data that could be found was based on 
3 questionnaire filled in by only 15 house- 
wives. Here is a field where the Architec- 
tural Science Board can contribute greatly 
to building science, not only in helping to 
define the problems more accurately, but 
in proposing solutions to them as archi- 


tects. 


Research on Building Materials, 

The second section of the research work 
of the Ministry is that on _ buildi 
materials. This is the oldest aspect o 
building research, and invaluable work has 
always been done on the properties of 
traditional and new building materials at 
the Building Research Station. Indeed 
the high position which England holds in 
fundamental knowledge of such materials 
as cement and ‘brick is largely due to the 
work of a small, but extremely able, band 
of research workers in that institution. 
The work, however, has in the past been 
on a relatively small scale, and it has been 
effectively limited to the study of the per- 
formances of materials without adequate 

owers to consider their production or use. 

he tendency has been to leave production 
in the hands of manufacturers, who for the 
most part have made very little use of 
scientific research, and not.to interfere with 
the competition between those manufac- 
turers inthe utilisation of their products. 
With the great demand for new and cheap 
materials and with the scarcities of exist- 
ing materials, research is bound to tend 
more and more to lead to development and 
not merely testing for acceptafite or rejec- 
tion. The section for research on materials 
is, therefore, concerning itself with the 
whole range of problems from production, 
through performance, to use, with a par- 
ticular eye for the rapid development of 
promising new materials, having in mind 
econdmics of production as much as 
physical properties. It is intended that, 
as heretofore, most of this work should be 
done at the Building Research Station, but 
in addition to the work there, it will be 
necessary to initiate a great deal of funda- 
mental research work on the Jeong hb 4 
physical and economica] problems, whic 
can best be carried out in university de- 
partments, to carry out development re- 
search at the Thatched Barn, and to initi- 
ate development contracts with firms so as 
to place new materials on a full practical 
footing. 

Materials will not ‘be favoured just be- 
cause they are new. Everything must, and 
will, be done to improve the properties and 
extend the range of use of existing 
materials, and no material will be seriously 
considered unless it is economic to produce 
and there are available adequate materials 
in this country for its manufacture. At the 
moment the greatest priority is for cover- 
ing and insulating materials, asbestos 
board, wallboard, plaster, foam glass and, 
above all, light-weight concrete. We are 
well behind other countries, notably 
Sweden, in the use of light-weight con- 
crete. If such a concrete can be developed, 
cheap to make and with sufficient strength 
and resistance to moisture to be used for 
external walling or sheeting, it may mark 
a revolution in building construction in 
this country. 


The Theory of Structures. j 

The third section is concerned with the 
most architectural side of building re- 
search, the theory and calculation of struc- 
tures, Before materials can be used effec- 
tively, it is absolutely, necessary to know 
the mechanical conditions which they are 
likely to be subjectéd to in ‘practice. In 
spite of the work of thousands of engineers 
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and architects, we still are largely ignor- 
ant on these questions and are apt to de- 
= on bye-laws which are recognised to 

arbitrary, out of date, and to involve 
large factors of safety due to our own 
ignorance and laziness. Modern scientific 
calculations of stresses has been forced on 
us in connection with aeroplane design. It 
is now proposed that similar calculations 
should be made for buildings, using the 
latest refinements of modern stress theory, 
and these calculations will need to 
checked by appropriately designed experi- 
ments and measuring devices, This work 
will be largely carried out extra-murally in 
engineering departments of universities 
and the Building Research Station. Of all 
the work at present in hand, this should 
be of the most general value to architects 
and designers, and it is hoped at the same 
time that it will be used for refashioning 
our bye-laws and codes of practice. Here, 
again, the co-operation of the Architec- 
tural Science Board will be most valuable, 
wee in suggesting structural prob- 


ems and ways in which the results of the g} 


used in 


structural calculation can be 
practice. 


The Operation of the Building Industry. 
The fourth section of the research is both 
the largest and the most immediate in its 
application. It concerns the whole Ta- 
tion of the building industry and is itself 
divided into several sections, First comes 
the work of the Human Efficiency Panel. 
The existence of such a Panel implies a 
recognition that it’ is upon the building 
worker in the first place that the possibil- 
ity of a really effective housing drive de- 
pends. The work covers the question of 
selection, training and performance of the 
various building trades, trying to find the 
factors accounting for the present apparent 
low productivity of labour in the building 
industry, and to devise the most appropri- 
ate arrangements of pay, prospects and 
general conditions of work by which it may 
be raised. In this they are working with 
both the representatives of employers and 
of operatives. This is the first time that 
any attempt has been made scientifically 
to deal with the question of human produc- 
tivity in the building industry. It neces- 
sarily involves a great deal of observation 
and field work and it is absolutely essential 
that this should be done with full co-opera- 
tion and understanding of the people in- 
volved and particularly in full confidence 
that the ultimate object is to get the best 
work from the most contented industry. 
Next to human efficiency is the actual 
technique of building operations and the 
mechanical or organisational means by 
which this can be improved: Building 
processes, as all architects know, are ex- 
tremely traditional and the building in- 
dustry has been even slower to adopt 
modern mechanised production methods 
than almost any other, There are many 
practica] as well as traditional reasons for 
this and the questions of the value of 
mechanisation in building, of the use of 
power tools and of such devices as rising 
scaffolding, all need to be examined on 
their merits and tried out extensively in 
the field. It is here that another use of 
the experimental housing scheme already 
described is to be found. Already the 
Ministry has carried out considerable 
studies on man-power requirements in 
building for prefabricated houses. This 
has now been extended to traditional hous- 
ing, again with full collaboration of em- 
ployers and unions, and very interesting 
results have already been obtained, It 
appears that much of the time-saving in 
certain types of prefabrication is more 
apparent than real. e labour, saved on 
the site may be more than ofiset’ by the 
comparatively more expensive labour on 
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account of overheads in the factory. These 
studies may be of considerable value to 
architects, and, of course, point to altera- 
tions in design of buildings quite as much 
as in met! of building. For the first 
time it will be possible to appreciate quam 
titatively how expensive are the separate 
components of a oe and what econo- 
mies are likely to result from simplification 
of design and from standardisation, The 
more careful organisation of site labour, 


be already recognised by contractors as a most 


important source of economy, and the 
elimination of lost time through poor flow 
of materials are also being investigated. 

A third section deals with the wider 
economics of the building industry, analys- 
ing its extremely complex structure with a 
view to proposing organisational and finan- 
cial improvements. An attempt is being 
made to assess the real economy in the 
house of large organisational] unite and to 
balance the effect of higher-grade direction 
of more expensive plant against the indi- 
vidual attention that the small man ean 

ive to the job. Here, again, the approach 
is entirely scientific. e are out not -te 
rable a case but to find out the facts and 

ere also we need the greatest .collabora- 
tion with architects and to draw on their 
fund of building experience. , 

It will be seen from the length of this 
summary what a large and, complex field 
we are or attempting to cover by re- 
searches al dy in hand. It is too early 
yet to say much about the results of these 
researches, What has been done already 
has been the fruit of researches undertaken 
before the general programme was 00, for- 
ward, such as, to take two examples, the 
use of rising scaffolding and the new de- 
sign of centra] heating units. But there 
is, however, reason to believe that if we 
cam gain the confidence of the architects 
and of the industry, we shall be able to 
show that science in its widest sense has 
an ever-increasing contribution to make to 
the .progress of the art of. building. 


RECENT A.P.R.R.. REPORTS 


Turee interesting reports make their 
appearance from the Association for 
Planning and Regional Reconstruction, 34, 
Gordon uare, © W.C.1. The first, 
‘* Household Classification’? (Report No. 
37, pects 2s. §d.), demonstrates how 
greatly underestimated is the real need 
for more houses by those who base their 
conclusions only on the census of popula- 
tion statistics. . A classification is here 
suggested to reveal the existence of 
‘* Concealed Households ’’ whose need for 
separate houses has received scant atten- 
tion. The second is, ‘‘ Planning and 
Climate” (Report No. 38, price 5s.), 
which describes the extent of existing 
sources of information on regional and 
local climatic conditions in Britain, and 
illustrates ‘the results of recent survey 
work of value to planners, The third re- 
port (No. 39, price 5s.), is ‘‘ Profile of 


Bethnal Green,’’ and is a description of 
lanning problems in an East End 
Borough erived from a neighbourhood 


survey of Bethnal Green. conducted by 
A.P.R.R. 


Domestic Heating. © 
Messrs. Bratt Colbran, Lid., announee 
that ‘by agreement with the. Federal 
Housing Administration of America, and 
the active support of the Ministries in 
this country concerned with housing, 
they have. been able to arrange the visit 
to England of Mr. R. K, Thulman, a 
well-known U.S. ‘specialist’ on small- 
Ys ulm 
S. 


house _heati 
arrived in country and: has started 
estic ‘heating from the 
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R.1.B.A. 


On Tuesday, February 12, the following 
members were elected :— 


As Fe.iows. 

. HK. Crane, DSC. J. E. Lancashire 
(Norwich). (Sheffield). : 
4 : Drury J. F. Wyness, Dip. 
(Exeter). Arch., | F.8.A.8cot. 
P. B. Dunham (Wit- (Aberdeen). 

ney, Oxon). 

And the following Licentiates who have 


passed the qualifying examination:— 
A. N. Thorpe (York). H. Winbourne (Lon- 
: don). 
As ASSOCIATES. 
BE. Brittlebank (Final) 
(Halifax). 
G. Flett ingabargh 
Coll. of Art) (Fin- 


J. E. McCulloch 
(Edinburgh Coll. of 


Art) (Edinburgh), 
P | : seatt ‘Final) 


dochty, Banffshire). (Larne, N. Ireland). 

T. D. Hal Dip.Arch. P. A. Sydney (Univ. of 
( 3 Coll. (Univ, L’pool) (Wirral, 
of Durham), New- Cheshire). 


H. O. Williams (Tech- 
nical Coll., Cardiff) 
(Cardiff). 


As Licentiatss. 


®. 7 Banfield E. P. Lambert (Brid- 
Maidenhead, port). 





orks). W. 8. Mayson (Wash- 
H. Brotherton Se é 
(Manchester). ington. Co, Dur 
W. Drake (Amer. s 
sham, Bucks), H. 8. Plumtree (West 
RB. 8. (Edin- Bridgford, Notts). 
burgh, 4). 
5..H. Eimer (London, = ye Clolypest, 
©. H. Fox (Major, ., 3. Titley (Plymp- 
R.E.) (Kingsbury, ‘8. 8. Devon). 
London). _  B. W. Walker (Lon- 
PF. a (Bir- don, N.21). 
poe tind -( F. 8. White (Lt.-Col.) 
gate). Hind (Harre- ““(iikeston, — Derby- 
~ J. Lamb (Major) _ Shire). 
etisameagaro> ae ©. H. Yates (Chester- 
4). field). 
EXAMINATIONS. 


LIcENTIATES AND THE FELLOWSHIP. 

The examination of Licentiates to 
qualify for candidature as Fellows was held 
in London from December 5 to 10, 1945. 
The successful candidates were: F, H. 
Allen; D. L. Dick; 8. J. Field; J. W. 
Macgregor; C. H. Mackeith; R. F. M. 
Mellor; G. G. O’Neill; A. G. B. Wright. 

Spectra Finat, Satissuny, SouTHERN 

RaHopEsIA, 

The Special Final Examination was held 
at Salisbury, Southern Rhodesia, in 
December, 1945, when the following can- 
didate was examined and in 
Part I; Alex. D. Jack. 


MEMBERS RELEASED FROM THE 
SERVICES, ETC. 

The following members have notified the 
R.LB.A. that they have been released 
from the Services and are resuming prac- 
tice, and would like to receive trade cata- 
logues, and other data, etc. 

Mason Apps (A.), A.M.T.P.I., 11, Granada House, 
Maidstone, Kent. (Maidstone 4711.) F 
ric S. Ambrose (A.), 30, Bisham-gardens High- 

ate Village, N.6. ’ 
A. R. F. Apdesoon, (7), resumed, practice, with 
: .) an Col. J. W. 
wi oo L.), at 3, tone-buildings, Lincoln’s 


PE ay K. ‘Bond (L.),.11, Elmer-street, Grant- 
Philip. Beard (A.), City Architect’s Department, 
Oswhld Brakspear (AS, 44a, High-street, Cors- 
Thorns’ Burrington {A.), 22, High-street, Swin- 
H. $00 ker (L.), “ Barton House,” 10, King- 


Deal. 
aydney B. Bush (F.), Consulting Architect to 
Government of Burma, c/o Chief Enginect, 
Buildings and Roads, P.W.D. Secretariat, 





Rangoon, Burma. ‘Trade catalogues, etc., 

Ra matefials auitablo in a tropical climate. 

r ry Sone. Market walk, Huddersfield. 

K. T. Cadbury-Brown (A,), 17, 
W.L (May. 1884.) 


treat, 
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J. B. 8. Comper (F.), 36, Sléane-court, London, 

Lt.-Col.” Bric Cole (F.), Dyer-street House, 
Cirencester. 

David Clarke (A.), 81, Terminus-road, East- 


urne. 
lin R. Crickmay (A.) and Hugh W. 
Crickmay (A.), recommencing practice at 23, 
St. Thomas-street, Weymouth, under the title 
of Crickmay and Sons. 

F. L. Charlton (F.), Gordon Chambers, 21, Bond- 


etreet, Leeds, 1. : i 

John P. Coia (A.), Messrs, Gillespie, Kidd and 
Coia, 19, Waterlow-street, Glasgow, C.2. 

C. W. Coster (A.), 22, The Newlands, Walling- 
ton, Surrey. 

Major Anthony R. Dannatt, R-E. (A.), Messrs. 
A. BR. Dannatt and Son, 43, Duke-street, 
Chelmsford. 

. H. de Orme (L.), in partnership with 
Lawrence M. Gotch, at 2, Bunhill-row, Lon- 
don, E.C.1. 

H. M. R. Drury (A.), Surveyor to Dean and 
Chapter, Church House, The Close, Exeter. 
Lt.-Col. W. H. Glen Dobie, late R.E. (A454, 
Messrs. Morter and Dobie, 11, Rumford-street, 

Liverpool. 

Major P. W. T. Elford (L.), Messrs. Barron, 
Rooke and Partners, 17, Grimstone-terrace, 
Houndiscombe Road, Plymouth. 

Major H. W. Ellis, R.E. (A.), 20, Hurst-avenue, 
West Worthing, Sussex. 

P. G. Freeman (A.), 96, Dorset House, Gloucester 

Place, London, W.1. (Welbeck 8898. 

Major E. A Galloway (A.), 48, The Avenue, 


Southampton. 
John L. Gauldie (A.), 52, Kirk Brae, Liberton, 
Edinburgh 


nburgh. 
Lieut.-Cal. 6. H. Hawkins, R.A. (A.), Mesers. 
atkin and Hawkins, Barclay Chambers, 

Faweett-street, Sunderland. 

H. St. John Harrison (F.), 1, Babmaes-street, 
London, 8.W.1. (Whitehall 0295.) 

J. Kennedy Hawkes (A.), Lynton, Woodside- 
avenue, Esher, Surrey. 


W. H. Henry (L.), County Architect, Town 
Hall, Alloa. 

Ivan 8. Hodges (A.), 10, Queen Anne-terrace, 
Plymouth. 

G. ©. Hough (A.), Greenloaning, West Common- 
close, Harpenden, Herts. 


Captain J. E. Jackson (A.), 149, Sandgate-road, 

Folkestone, Kent. 

< a Jenkins (A.), 18, Evelyn-court, Stour- 
cliffe-street, W.1. 

H. 8. Jarratt (A.). 4, The Drive, Hove, Sussex. 

James Jennings (L.), Market-place, Ambleside, 
Westmoreland. 

G. M. Kingsford (F.5, 11, Garsick-street, W-C.2. 

Harold A. Kay (A.), Messrs. Robinson and Kay, 
Victoria-chambers, Stourbridge. 

Major R. Allan Lambourn (L.), Hambleton 
yates Bolton Abbey, Skipton, Yorks. 

L. C. mas (F.), County Arcititect, Wor- 
cestershire County Council, 59, The Tything, 
Worcester. 

W. Lynn-Thompson (A.), “‘ The Ingles,” Hawk-- 
hurst, Kent. ; 

Major J. E. Lancashire, R.E. (A.), Messrs. W. H. 
Lancashire and Son, 54, Cambo-lane, Shef- 
field, 1. (Sheffield 25979.) 

. W. Lee, R.E. (A.), 51, Belmont-road, 


ampton. 

Hedley B. Marshall (A.), Albert-chambers, 10, 
Deriy-roed. Nottingham. ‘ 

@. B. K. Milnes (A.). c/o Messrs. Collins and 
Greene (FF.), Regent-chambers, 15, West- 
over-road, Bournemouth. 

Maige A. L. Mortimer (F.), 85, Gledhow-lane, 


, 8. 
Lt.-Comdr. B. L. Moir (A.), Mayroyd, Bamford, 


ochdale. 
Captain A. J. McLean. R.E. (F.), “ Brog,” Clay- 
ton-avenue, Hassocks, Sussex. 
Lieut.-Col. Guy N. Nicholls, R.E, (L.), 5, Gros- 
yenor-crescent, Hyde Park-corner, London, 


.W.1. 
mee E. Nightingale (A.), 107a, Queensway, 


Louis Osman, B.A.Arch. (A.), 9, Barton-street, 
Westminster, 8.W.1. 

Charles E. Pearson (F.), Messrs. C. B. Pearson 
ang Son. 18, Dalton-square, Lancaster. (Lan- 
caster 582. 

H. Dent Priestman (A.). Prince’s Dock-chambers, 
Princes Dockside. Hull. (Hull 35440.) 

Major Ronald A. Phillips, R.E. (F.), Bush 
Honse, 15, Christchurch-road, Bournemouth. 
(Bournemouth 7120.) 

B. A. Remnant (F.), 15, Fernshaw-road, Chel- 
sea, S.W.10. - 

Major K. H. Saunders. R.E, (A.), City Architect’s 
Department, Portsmouth. . 

W. R. Stenner (A.), 19, Redland-park. Bristol, 6. 





Major H. J. Stribling, R.E. (F.), Rotherfield, 
Stoke Poges, Bucks. 

CG. E. Scanlon (A.). “Aberfoyle,” Chesham- 
place, Bowden, Ches. ? 

Major M. Trotter, R.E. (L.), 10, Linden-grove, 
West Hartlepool. 


H. a Towner (L.), 220, High-street, Uckfield, 
USSeX- 
A. 4 Sit (A.), 100, High-street, Grahamstown, 
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P. E. Walker (A.), P.AS.I., Engineer’s De 
U.D.C.~ (Chief © Arent 


ment, Pontypridd 
tectural Aseistagt).— eth 

minster, BW Cries See. West 
John Wignall (L.), 41, Hoghton-street, South. 





Nesmiag dis tivsmeed (A), M 
orman C. Westw ¢ essts. P. J. W. 
wood and Sons (F./A.), Nutfield, Heath. 
road, Weybridge. Surrey. (Weybridge 182) 
Lt.-Col. J. P. M. Wright, R.E. (A.), 10, Main. 
street, New Elgin, Moray. 
8. 8S. Worthington (A.), Messrs. Thomas 


* Worthington and Sons, 178, Oxtford-road, 


Polis Waher iI.) The New Rec 
ix Walter (L.), ow seh 
hoo, Woodbridge, Suffolk. tory, Dalling. 


“THE BOMB THAT FELL AT 


THE BANK” 


Tue following has been circulated to all 
chartered surveyors :— 

“‘ The Bank ”’ to the Londoner is some. 
thing more than the Bank of England. 
It’s a station: @ great underground 
junction in the very heart of the city, 
whence the tube railways deploy to the 
suburbs like the spokes of a wheel, 
Beneath the surface of the roadway, until 
recently, a great circular booking hall 
formed as it were an ante-room to the 
lower regions. It was more than a booking 
hall; it was a vast subterranean circus with 
its ticket machines, its telephone booths, 
its brilliantly lighted shops. Into it, each 
week-day the escalators disgorged their 
freight . . . until a day in Taeary four 
years ago. 

It happened in the evening, just before 

8 o'clock. A high-explosive Timab pierced 
the roadway and burst in the confined 
space underneath. They say that the whole 
of the domed roof—wrought-iron lining, 
5 ft. of solid concrete, the roadway itself— 
was lifted bodily into the air to crash a 
moment later into a black and yawning 
chasm. 
Those who were near at hand are not 
likely to forget what followed. In the 
booking hall itself no one escaped alive; 
nor did anyone in the adjoining subways, 
with the sole exception of a boy mho by 
some miracle remained unhurt. But that 
was not all. So great was the power of 
the blast, travelling down the shaft over 
the splintered escalators, that it not only 
killed all who were sheltering at the 
bottom, but caused casualties on the plat- 
forms and in a passing train. 

The work of rescue was impeded by the 
difficulty in reaching those imprisoned 
below ; for the escalators were impassable, 
and the only way to the platforms was 
through a long curved tunnel from the base 
of a distant lift shaft. Even so, the injured 
were removed in less than an_ hour. 
** Their calmness and courage,’’ said one 
of the doctors, ‘‘ were almost un- 
believable.”’ 

One of those who lost his life was a 
chartered surveyor, a young man of 4, 
whose career was full of promise. His 
widow and two small children were left 
with nothing except their pension, which 
is less than £2 a week. This, however, is 
one of those cases where the children, for 
whom their father had such high hopes, 
are being educated at your expense. That 
is to say, their school fees are being met 
by the Benevolent Fund of the Institution. 

A good cause, don’t you think, and a 
case which not only claims your sympathy, 
but that of your family as well? It might 
have been you—or me. Which being s0, 
in response to the President’s Capital 
Appeal as our special thanksgiving for 
victory, do please make that cheque 4 
large one and send it to the Chartered 


Maton h ae oe Be. (A), Hartep Totes Sgrvepons’ Institution Benevolent Fund, 
eis, South End-road, N.W.5, in partnership aw , teat George-street, Westminster, 
with Mr. Oswald P. Milne (F.). Wd. 
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GREATER LONDON: PLAN  >e in a position, in association with my The following statement shows the 


MINISTER’S STATEMENT. 


Tue following statement was made by 
Mr. Lewis Silkin (Minister of Town and 
Country Planning) to the House of 
Commons on Tuesday :— 


With the permission of the House, I 
will make a statement about the planning 
of London. The policy of His Waiestes 
Government on this matter is in accord 
with the fourth and fifth conclusions, 
sa Mag of the Barlow Com- 
mission, Plan for the County of 
London and the companion Plan for 
Greater London, which covers the areas 
surrounding the County, between them 
contain @ number of co-ordinated pro- 
osals aimed at achieving these objects. 

e Plan for Greater London has been 
under close examination by a number of 
my coll es and myself, and the follow- 
ing decisions have been reached :— 

First, the over-all growth of London’s 
population and industry should be re- 
strained. This is one aspect of the general 


policy for achieving throughout the 
country a better balance of the distribu- 
tion of industry, and, in particular, for 


assisting the industrial recovery of the 
Development Areas. - 

Second, a planned programme of de- 
centralisation to the outer areas of 
Greater London should replace the un- 
controlled sprawl of the inter-war period. 
War damage in the congested inner areas 
and war-time evacuation have provided a 
unique opportunity for effeating this re- 
distribution. The intention is to make 
provision for about a million persons and, 
concurrently, a related quota of industrial 
firms, to be accommodated further out— 
mainly im a few new towns and in selected 
existing towns within 20 to 50 miles of 
London’s centre. The planned develop- 
ments will be given priority according to 
their urgency. 

Third, it is proposed that the general 
lines of the decentralisation and. resettle- 
ment should broadly conform to the pro- 

sals made by Sir Patrick Abercrombie 
ie dividing the area surrounding the 
County of London into four rings. From 
the County of London and the Inner 
Urban Ring round it, which form the 
congested areas, most of the decentralisa- 
tion should take place. The next ring, the 
Suburban Ring, should be regarded in 
general as static. Surrounding this built- 
up area a Green Belt Ring is to be care- 
fully safeguarded, and this Ring, except 
in permitted cases, should act as a barrier 
to further suburban growth. The fourth, 
or Outer Country Ring, should serve as 
the main reception area for persons and 
industry moving out from overcrowded 
London into compact settlements sur- 
rounded by open country. 

The implementation of these proposals 
rests in part upon the comprehensive 
legislation for land control which the 
Government will be introducing. Mean- 
time, it is my intention to afford guidance 
to the Planning Authorities in accordance 
with this statement.’ But while the 
Government endorse the main principles 
underlying the Greater London Pian, 
they do not at this stage adopt a number 
of the individual projects for development 
recommended by Sir Patrick Abercrombie, 
such as the location and number of the 
new towns and the proposals for. high- 
ways. These matters are being further 


examined in all their bearings by the 
Government and also by the Plannin, 
Authorities both at the local level an 
through the Regional Adviso 
under the chairmanship of 
Davies, K.C., M.P., 
érdinating local views. 


mumnittee, 
. Clement 
which is co- 
I hope shortly to 





colleagues, to provide further guidance to 
these bodies. a 


+s The constitution of the Advisory 
se is given on page 230.— 
D. 


IN PARLIAMENT ° 


Regional Directors. 


CoLonEL ERRout asked the Minister of 
Works what were the names, technical 
qualifications, method of § selectio 
tenure of appointment and salaries, o 
the 12 Regional Directors, the Director 
of Temporary Housing and the Adviser 
of Regio Organisation, who had 
recently been appointed by him; and 
whether, in making these appointments, 
consideration was given to the claims 
of other members of the fully qualified 
staff already serving in his department. 

Mr. ToMLINSON said that when his pre- 
decessor decided to set up a fully deve- 
pe en Regional Organisation he 
selected an officer already serv in 
the Ministry to advise on the form the 
Organisation should take. In the search 
for Regional Directors, it was decided 
to look for adminisirative or executive 
experience over a wide field rather than 
for technical qualifications. Every pos- 
sible source, includi the Treasury 
Pool, the Ministry of bour Appoint- 
menis Department and the Ministry’s 
own staff, was tapped. The actual 
appointments were approved either by 
himself or by his predecessor. One of 
the Regionai Directors was already serv- 
ing im the Le aggre and three were 
serving in other Government Depart- 
ments.. The Director of Temporary 
Housing was specially selected for the 
post by one of his predecessors. All 
the appointments were temporary, sub- 
ject to a month’s notice on either side. 
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names, qualifications and salaries of the 
Regional Directors, Adviser on Regional 
Organisation and Director of Temporary 
Housing. 
REGIONAL DIRECTORS* 
(Salaries £1,500 per annum). 

1. Northern.—Group Captain W. 8. 
Allen. 

2. North Eastern.—W. Mathieson. 

3. North Midland.—Major - General 
H. B. W. Hughes, C.B., D.S.0., O.B.E. 

4. Eastern. — Brigadier. R. Briggs, 
D.S.0O., M.C. 

5. London.—G. B. Gifford Hull, C.B.E. 

6. Southern.—Major-General G. L. 8. 
Hawkins, C.B., M.C. 

7. South Western.—Captain C. A. H. 
Kitchin, R.M. (Retd.). 

8. Wales.—Dr. J. Roberts. 

9. Midland.—Brigadier H. WN. North, 


8.0. 
10. North Western.—S. Owler. 
12. South Eastern.—S. J. Egerton 
anks. 

Adviser on Regional Organisation.— 
Major-General K. C. Appleyard, C.B.E., 
D.L., J.P., £1,650 per aunum. 


Director of Temporary Housing.— 
Captain F. | P. Maurice, R.N., £2,000 
per annom. 


War Damaze to Public Utilities. 

Mz. Datton, in reply to Mr, Gaitskell, 
said that he hoped to settle, in advance 
of the introduction of a Bill, the total 
amount to be paid for war damage to 
each group of public utility undertak- 
ings and the total amount to be contri- 
buted by each group. The fotal war 
damage —— to and contributions 
from each group would then be fixed by 
the Bill, which would provide for the 
making of schemes .determining the 
sums to be paid to and coniributed b 
partievlar undertakings. The Bill woul 
aiso deal with undertakings which were 
not public utility properties but were at 

resent covered by Section 70 of the 

ar Damage Act, 1943. He had asked 
Departments to continue discussions 
with the various public utility groups 
with all possible speed. 


Ordnance Factory Materials. 

Mr. Bossom asked the Minister of 
Supply and of Aircraft Production 
which Royal Ordnance Factories were 
now producing building materials, com- 
ponents or fitmenis; how many men in 
each of these factories were engaged on 
this work; what was the present total 
iabour force of each of the factories 
concerned; what building materials, fit- 
ments and components were at present 
being manufactured in Government- 
owned factories; what further items of 
this kind the Government were plan- 
ning to manufacture in the next 12 
months; and when he proposed to make 
a comprehensive sfatement to the in- 
dustry in regard to the Government’s 
manufacturing programme, in order that 
private factories might be in a position 
to plan their own production programme. 

Mr. Wuitmor said that the direct 
employment to date was mainly on instal- 
lation of plant and tooling, and the 
amount of operative labour to be used 
in the production of housing equipment 
had not yet been assessed. Manufac- 
ture of housing requirements in the 
Royal Ordnance Factories was under- 
taken in co-operation with the industries 
coneerned, with the object of assisting 
them to deal with shortages. Those in- 
dustries were: being urged, if. possible, to 
increase their output and there was 
nothing to limit their plans in the 
arrangements that had been made for 
assistance -from the Royal Ordnance 
Factories. 





*There is no Regional ipect for Scotland 
Regional duties in Scotland are carried by an 
Edinbu 


administrative staff in rgh, headed by am 
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HOUSES FOR OWNER 


OCCUPATION 


SCOTS COMMITTEE’S LONG-TERM 
PROPOSALS. 


In the first ten years after the war 
individual savings in Scotland could be 
put to few better uses in the national 
interest than by investment in houses for 
owner-occupation. This conclusion — is 
reached by the Scottish Housing Advi- 
sory Committee in its new Report, ‘‘ The 
Provision of Houses for Owner-Occupa- 
tion in Scotland,”” which has just been 
published by H.M. Stationery Office. 
Following are the chief recommenda- 
tions :— ;, 

A fuller measure of assistance by plan- 
ning and housing authorities to prospec- 
tive builders in the selection of sites, and 
early consultation by builders with plan- 
ning and housing authorities before any 
commitment to purchase a site is entered 
into. 

Fuller use by housing authorities of 
their powers to acquire and sell or feu 
land for building houses, for the working 
classes as a means of assisting builders 
to acquire land at a reasonable price. 

The general adoption by building socie- 
ties, local authorities and other lending 
agencies of loans on mortgage up to 90 
per cent. of the valuation of the house 
or of the. selling price of the house, 
whichever is the less, for periods up to 
25 years, and at the lowest possible rate 
of interest. 

The raising of the existing valuation 
limit of for houses on which loans 
and guarantees may be made by local 


authorities; in order to enable local 
authorities to expand house-purchase 
schemes. 


Closer inspection by local authorities of 
houses for owner-occupation in course of 
construction, 

Examination of the possibility of a 
national scheme for house exchange. be- 
tween owner-occupiers. 

A service of information and advice by 
all lending agencies and by solicitors, 
builders, and property agents and factors, 
in order to’ ensure that those embarking 
on owner-otcupation do so with a full 
appreciation of all the commitments 
involved. 

A subsidy to encourage the provision 
of houses for owner-occupation, adjusted 
from time to time to meet changes in the 
cost of building, interest rates, and other 
expenses arising out of home ownership; 
the subsidy to be not less than two-thirds 
of the subsidy for local authority housing. 

Full publicity for all house-purchase 
schemes, 

There are two minority Reports. One, 
signed by five members, opposes payment 
of subsidies for privately owned houses. 
The other, signed by two, recommends 
that the owner-occupier should have the 
same interest rates, subsidies and price 
control over land as apply to local autho- 
rity housing. 

he bulk of the Report—based on evi- 
dence supplied by individuals and by no 
fewer than 74 bodies representing owner- 
comer and householders generally, 
builders, the legal profession, industrial 
and commercial firms, insurance com- 
panies, co-operative societies and local 
authorities—deals with the problems of the 
man wishing to purchase his own house, 
and of the builder who supplies his need. 

Preliminary chapters deal with the his- 
torical aspect of owner-occupation in 
Scotland and argue the desirability of 
encouraging it... As a special feature o 
former:years, the Committee make mention 
of “‘an exceptionally strong tradition of 
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home ownership in certain particular 
localities and in certain particular occups- 
tions ’—notably in mining, and 
crofting areas. After tracing the growth 
of the building society movement the Re- 
port examines in some detail the various 
forms of assistance which became avail- 
able for the owner-occupier: ‘“‘ We have 
found few instances,’’ they state, ‘‘ where 
loans for house purchase can be obtained 
on better terms than from British building 
societies, insurance companies or loca 
authorities.”” 

In considering steps to encourage owner- 
occupation, the Committee have something 
to say on the broad relationship between 
the builder and the local authority. It is 
suggested that in such matters as the con- 
struction of streets, sewerage arrange- 
ments and the maintenance of open 
spaces, the local authority should assume 
a greater measure of responsibility, They 
should further be encouraged to use freely 
their existing powers for such purposes as 
making sites available for working class 
homes, Close consultation between builders 
and planning authorities at all tames is 
ur ale t 

‘o the prospective house-owner himself 
the Report has much advice to offer. Help- 
ful information is provided in the form 
of statistical tables. One of the eight fur- 
nished shows to what extent « person can 
finance the purchase of a house for his 
own occupation, assuming that he can 
spend 17s, 6d., 22s. 6d., or 27s. 6d. per 
week to cover all outlays, and that he 
has sufficient money saved to deposit 
either 25 per cent. or 10 per cent. of the 
cost of his new home. 

One point taken up by the Committee 
has already become the subject of inde- 


pendent legislation: by the Building 
Materials and Botkin Act, 1945, the 
maximum valuation limit of £800 for 
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houses on which local authorities might. 
make loans was raised to enable the 
rospective owner-occupier to obtain a 
ae at a low rate of interest when build- 
ing a new house within the present £1,200 
licensing limit. 
Throughout the Report, the importance 
of the economic factor as a condition of 
a successful home-ownership movement in 
Scotland is stressed by the Committee, 
which does not in any case advocate a wide 
extension of owner-occupation till building 
costs fall. The Report illustrates this. 
with a sentence from a working man’s 
letter ; ‘‘ Regular employment—when this 
is the foundation of our life, there will be: 
plenty of us investing in property.” 

The Report, which is obtainable from 
H.M. Stationery Office, or through any 
bookseller, is signed on behalf of the- 
Scottish Housing Advisory Committee by 
Mr. G. P. Laidlaw, 0.B.E., Vice-Chair- 
man, and by Major H. Broun Lindsay, 
D.8.0., Chairman of the Sub-Committee on, 
Owner-Occupation appointed by the 
Secretary of State in 1944. 


HOUSING SUBSIDIES 
A MEMORANDUM. 


A MEMORANDUM on the ‘proposed subsi- 
dies under the Housing (Financial andi 
Miscellaneous Provisions) Bill, 1946, by 
Mr. F.. J. Osborn, has been issued by the- 
Town and Country Planning Association. 
Having outlined the main p s of 
the Bill, -the memorandum shows that the. 
level. of the proposed normal subsidy is 
justified at present building costs. It is. 
claimed, however, that the sliding scale of 
subsidies on dear land, as it stands, will 
compel flat-building where houses would’ 
be far cheaper as well as larger and 
better. ‘‘ This would be disastrous,” 
says a summary of the memorandum. 
“Most people (more than 9 out of 10) 
want houses with gardens. In view of the 
national concern about the birth-rate it is. 
vital that everything possible shall be 
done to enable people who wish to do s0- 
to live in family houses in which children 
can be healthily and happily brought ~ 
In any case, the wish of the people should’ 
be respected. 

‘“ Tf it were more economical to. build’ 
flats on expensive land there might be a. 
problem, though it would still be unwise- 
to sacrifice the future to -immediate- 
difficulties. Actually the economy is the- 
other way round. The memorandum 
shows that it is far more expensive to: 
build flats, even on costly ground. The: 
subsidies, as the Bill stands, would 
positively compel the building of flats, 
though a policy of low density and dis- 
persal would save millions. Thus, for- 
every 100,000 persons rehoused, it would’ 
cost £7 to £10 millions more in subsidies: 
to put them in flats at 36 an acre thar 
to rehouse half of them on the same land’ 
at half the density, and the other half in 
new towns and country towns. 

“Tf flats with lifts are built the extra 
cost in subsidies goes up,’ probably by 
another £2 millions per 100,000 persons: 
rehoused. It is strongly urged that the 
Bill be amended, to enable these vast 
sums to be saved, and people to have the 
sort of houses they want.” 

Other proposals in the Bill are briefly 
examined. The amendments necessary to: 
correct the extraordinary anomalies the 
Bill produces would not, it is stated, un- 
dermine the principle or level of subsidies 
in the Bill. They would ‘not’ increase 
rents but lower them on’ average. The- 
savings they would produce are import- 
ant, and the money could be better used’ 
for other national purposes, including aw 
active policy of dispersal and the estab- 
lishment of new towns. , 
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«END OF THE, BEGINNING ”’ 


MR. FORSDIKE ON CURRENT 
PROBLEMS. 


Mr. W. H. Forsprxz, the new President 
of the National Federation of Building 
Trades Employers, in a speech at a meet- 
ing of the Doncaster and District Federa- 
tion of Building Trades Employers last 
Friday, gave his views on the housing 
situation. He said :— 


My year of office will probably be one 
of the most difficult for all concerned 
with building—the Government, the local 
authorities, and the building trades em- 
ployers. 1 am not as optimistic as those 
who expect to see large numbers of 
houses completed during the year; on 
the other hand, I am not as pessimistic 
as those who take the view that we shall 
not really achieve big production for 
several years. I shall be disappointed if 
1946 does not see the ‘‘end of the begin- 
ning.”’ By this I mean that when we 
reach the end of 1946 sufficient houses 
should have been built and a sufficient 
head of labour. and supply of materials 
should be available to show conclusively 
that we can do the job more quickly and 
cheaply than last time. 


Output must be increased. To secure 
this builders and operatives will do all 
they can. But they must have the help 
of the Government. The Government 
must give the builder confidence that the 
men, materials and equipment will be 
ready when they are wanted. At the 
moment that confidence ~s lacking, be- 
cause it is known that the men needed 
for the production of such materials as 
—to mention only two—bricks and 
plaster are not forthcoming. It may 
well be that, as Ministers have said, the 
men will not: return to the industries 
which produce building materials until 
those industries provide better amenities 
for the workers. ‘‘Amenities’’ is a word 
which is often synonymous with increased 
pay. Whilst improved amenities should 
in the long run lead to reduced costs, 
they are bound at the beginning to put 
up prices. 


The official organisations of building 
trades employers and operatives have set 
up as part of the recent agreement for 
an increase in wages of 4d. per hour 
machinery. to secure increased production. 
This has led to some misunderstanding. 
Even the most optimistic—and Mr. 
Aneurin Bevan is a very level-headed 
gentleman—could not have expected an 
increase of output equivalent to the 
increase of 4d. per hour by the stroke 
of a pen. To get the necessary increase 
is bound to take time; and a plentiful 
supply of materials would do much to 
help. So would the removal of the 
Essential Work Order. It is almost im- 
possible to achieve ouput at the pre-war 
level until the artificial relationship be- 
tween master and men which is insepar- 
able from this Order has disappeared. 
The National Federation has pressed, 
and will continue to press strongly, for 
its complete removal. 


Housing is, of course, the No. 1 task of 
all of us, but, as the President of the 
R.I.B.A. has pointed out, there is other 
essential work to be done, and unless some 
of it is released quite soon there is great 
danger that crafts like that of the stone- 
mason will die out. On this also we have 
made strong representations to the Gov- 
ernment. 

A word now about the Bill for Housing 
Subsidies, which will shortly be debated 
in Parliament. The subsidies are high, 
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but that is inevitable while costs 
high. 

All of us will. regret the absence from 
the Bill of a het? for private enter- 
prise except where houses are built in 
special circumstances in rura! areas. And 
the exception is unfortunately a glaring 
case of discrimination against private en- 
terprise. While the Exchequer subsidy 
for houses for the agricultural population 
has been increased from £10 to £25 10s., 
and the period of the subsidy from 40 to 
60 years, the assistance for houses built 
privately has been increased from £10 to 
only £15, and this is payable for only 40 
years. And this despite the fact that the 
house can only be built with the local 
authority’s consent and that the owner, 
if he lets it, must let it at a rent not 
exceeding the average rent charged by the 
Council in respect of their houses. This 
provision in the Bill will, I am sure, be 
hotly criticised during the debates in 
Parliament, and the view which the 
National. Federation have always taken 
that the Government will not get the 
much-needed. houses until they encourage 
instead of discourage private enterprise 
will be strongly pressed. 

The subsidies are big. They are far 
bigger than the subsidy which the pre- 
vious Government had agreed to make 
available for private enterprise. The 
White Paper giving the results of the 
housing campaign upto the end of 1945 
shows that, in spite of Government dis- 
couragement, private builders have com- 
pleted more new houses than the local 
authorities. This proves that with en- 
couragement they can do what they did 
before. And all these houses have been 
built to’ sell at a price not. exceeding 
£1,200 (£1,300 in London and neighbour- 
hood). They have therefore been built for 
the small man and not for the rich. 

I maintain that if the Government had 
not been so discouraging most of the 
areas in which no new houses have been 
completed would have shown results, and 
this would have meant that more men 
would have been employed on housing. 
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TOWN AND COUNTRY 
PLANNING, ENGLAND AND 


WALES 
GENERAL INTERIM 
DEVELOPMENT ORDER, 1946. 

By W. T. Creswell, K.C. 
_ Tuts Order, which is dated and came 
into force on pec: | 1, is made under 
Section 10 of the Town and Country 
Planning Act, 1932, as amended by the 
Town and Coun Planning (Interim 
Development) Act, 1943, and the Town 
and Country Planning Act, 1944, 

We remind our readers that the Act of 
1944 dealt with such important matters 
as compulsory purchase procedure, dis- 
posal of land, and Exchequer grants to 
planning authorities for relocation of 
displaced populations. 

_ The new Order takes the place of the 
similar Order of 1945, which was made to 
control all property in the Kingdom and 
—— to pave the way ultimately for the 
replanning and reconstruction of whole 
towns. It was to operate only so long as 
the Emergency Powers (Defence) Ket, 
1939; that is to say, for the duration of 
the war. 

In the main, the new Order makes very 
little change in the Order of 1945, but it 
provides for increased eral powers of 
control over surface working of minerals 
{which is no longer included in the 
category of permitted development) and 
the deposit of waste materials and refuse. 

However, the Order authorises continu- 
ance of the working of an existing quarry 
“* {9 a normal manner.” is ean be con- 
tinued for a maximum of 18 months, and, 
if special reasons can be pleaded in any 
area, for a further period under special 
approval of the Minister. 

Any proposed quarries already under 
an interim development decision are not 
affected by this Order. 

The deposit of waste materials or refuse 
resulting from the working of minerals 
is made. subject to control if the develop- 
ment was being carried out on land put 
into use for that purpose sinee January 1, 
1946; though here, again, permitted de- 
velopment may in certain circumstances 
still be brought under contro] if this is 


ee a 

e Order aims at general control, and 
the Minister of Town and Country Plan- 
ning ve further to issue a circular 
regarding special arrangements for the 
smooth working of the control, in par- 
ticular circumstances, after he has con- 
sulted with the Association of Local 
Authorities and the Association of Mineral 
Producers. 


BRIXTON SCHOOLS OF 


BUILDING 

LECTURES ON EARTH PRESSURE. 

A SPECIAL course of six lectures on earth 
pressure will be given at the L.C.C. 
Brixton School of Building, S8S.W.4, by 
Mr. H. Q. Golder, M.Eng., Assoc. M. Inst. 
C.E., on Tuesday evenings, at 6.30 p.m., 
beginning on March 12. The course will 
cover: Engineering properties of soils and 
their measurement; active earth pressure— 
frictional soils, cohesive soils, complex 
cases; passive earth resistance—frictional 
soils, cohesive soils, complex cases; sur- 
charge and external loads; stability of 
retaining walls and methods of design; 
distribution of pressure; drainage and 
water pressure; timbering of trenches; 
and sheet pile walls. The fee for the 
course is 10s. 6d. Application for admis- 
sion should be made to the Secretary of 
the school, to reach him not later than 
Saturday, March 9. 
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‘‘MODERN HOMES”’ 
EXHIBITION 


Mr. Awnevrin Bevan, Minister of 
Health, will open the ‘‘ Modern Homes ”’ 
Exhibition at Dorland Hall, Regent-street, 
London, 8.W.1, on March 26. ‘The exhi- 
bition is designed to ghow what is being 
done by Miniarieg professional and 
industrial organisations and official and 
semi-official associations to meet the 
nation’s urgent need for houses, furniture 
and equipment. 

Dealing with important aspects of 
planning, building and equipping a home, 
this exhibition will reveal those products 
and services which are now within reach 
of the public and at the same time will 
fift the curtain on the improvements that 
are likely to be available in the future. 

Exhibits of the Ministry of Health, 
Ministry of Supply, the Board of Trade 
and the London County Council will tell 
graphically the full story of the planned 
attack on the housing shortage. Some 
new systems and plans for house building, 
as approved by local authorities, will be 
demonstrated by large-scale models of six 
completely furnished homes. Each model 
will have transparent walls and will be 
continuously revolving, making examina- 
tion, from every angle, of exteriors and 
interiors a simple matter. The models 
wili present examples of the latest. develop- 
ments in both prefabricated and brick- 
built houses. Three kitchens will show the 
latest uses of electricity, gas and solid fuel, 
and the latest ideas to make the work of 
the housewife easier. These kitchens, 
which are full-scale and fully equipped, 
will be sponsored by the Electrical 
Development. Association, the Women’s 
Gas Council and the Women’s Advisory 
Bureau on Solid Fuel. 

An exhibit that should create interest 
and comment will be a novel *‘ quiz” 
kitchen. It has often been said that the 
housewife is the person most qualified to 
plan a kitchen. The “ quiz” kitchen will 
enable housewives themselves to test this 
theory. Designed to show how, with 
excellent equipment and adequate space, 
a kitchen can be impracticable and 
inconvenient because of bad planning, the 
** quiz ’’’ kitchen will contain a number of 
deliberate mistakes which visitors to the 
exhibition will be invited to detect. 

A full seale, fully equipped and furnished 
one-room flat by the Council of Industrial 
Design, will show that a home can, in 
fact, be put into one room without the 
sacrifice of comfort and amenities which 
might be at first supposed. Behind the 
prosaic title, ‘‘ House Engine,’’ will be an 
exhibit representing a British scientific 
achievement.of far-reaching importance to 
the living conditions of the people : a new 
heating unit that. can. be installed in the 
space normally occupied by the flue; it 
combines heat for cooking and warming 
the whole house, and at the same time 
provides ventilation. New uses for 
aluminium in the home, including the 
kitchen utensils and household equipment, 
will be presented by the Aluminium 
Development Association. Bedroom furni- 
ture will be another aluminium exhibit. 

Plastics; china, glass, pottery, fabrics 
and lighting will all have their place in 
this exhibition, which is organised by the 
** Daily Herald.” 


A Change of Name. 

The name of the Association of Manu- 
facturers. of Cement Waterproofers and 
Allied Products, 376, Strand, London, 
W.C.2, has been changed to the Concrete 
Admixtures Manufacturers’ Association. 
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MORE HOUSES IN THE 
SPRING 


MR. BEVAN’S PLEDGE. 


Mr. AnegvuRin Bevan, Minister of 
Health, addressing the London Trades 
Council and _ representatives of the 
National Federation, of Building Trades 
Operatives at the Memorial Hall, Farring- 
don Street, recently, said that before 
they could start building houses in great 
numbers all the \arious industries in- 
volved had to be manned and organised. 
That had been his task during the winter. 
It was his purpose to try to get houses 
started everywhere, so that as the men 
came out of the forces some building work 
should be going on near their homes. They 
were now “ all set to go ahead this sprin 
with the building of permanent houses.” 
_ Local authorities would have to requisi- 
tion on a greater scale than they were 
now doing. Houses in many parts ot 
London could be uisitioned to provide 
additional homes. He would be ready to 
give local authorities powers to requisi- 
tion. It had been suggested that the 
spare rooms appeal had been a failure, but 
that was not the case. 

When the building schemes started they 
would be faced with the task of trying to 
get those schemes properly manned. A 
very great competitor was the black 
market in building repairs. There was a 
sacred obligation on every building worker 
to refuse to engage in black market re- 
pairs, and if he knew that black market 
repairs were going on he ought. to report 
it. Into these black market repairs could 
be swallowed up all their building force 
and materials. 

‘‘ Tam satisfied that with the spring we 
shall find houses going up in consider- 
able quantities all over the country,’’.Mr. 
Bevan added. 

When Mr. Bevan, answering questions, 
was asked whether he favoured payment 
by results in ouilding, he said: ‘‘ I would 
prefer to have a system of payment by 
results.”’ 

A voice: ‘“‘ We don’t want it.” 

Mr. Bevan: ‘*I know you don’t. This 
is entirely a matter for negotiations with 
the trade unions.” 





Having Secured 
the Contract— 

what about the 

Steel Scaffolding ? 
TUBULAR 





SCAFFOLDING 


For the lowest Prices 

apply to the Oldest 

Firm in the Scaffolding 
Trade. 


STEPHENS & CARTER LTD. 


The British Steel Scaffolding Co. 
731-761, HARROW RD., N.W.10 
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HOW TO GET MORE 
HOUSES 


A pie for the revival of private or 
commercial enterprise house-building was 
made at a public meeting in on 
March 6 wy County AtpermMan H. EF. 
Prrt, of Northumberland, Senior Vice- 
President of the Federation of Registered 
House-Builders. Drawing attention to the 
fact that in the six months to January 31 
local authorities had completed only 352 
houses, while commercial enterprise had 
completed 1,116 under licences imposing 
severely restrictive conditions, Mr. Pitt. 
said that the Government was faced with 
the alternative of encouraging private 
commercial enterprise or disappointing the 
people who needed homes so badly. 

Sm Jonan Watker-SmitH, Chairman of 
the National House-Builders’ Registration 
Council and former Director of Housing at 
the Ministry of Health, said that it would 
become increasingly apparent that without 
the aid of the specialist house-builder the 
houses would not be built in anything like 
the numbers required. 

As an interim step towards building for 
sale to individual owner-occupiers, the 
commercia] house-builders should build for 
sale to the Local Authorities. This would 
conform with the Minister’s policy of 
public ownership for letting to those most 
in need. Sir Jonah thought that Mr. 
Bevan could, at once to some extent and 
later to an increasing extent, encourage 
Local Authorities to arrange with house- 
builders in their various areas for houses 
by these means. The houses would be 
built, certified and guaranteed as conform- 
ing to approved standards of construction 
and accommodation. This would enable 
thousands of small _ specialist house- 
building firms to get busy operating in 
every town in the country. 

Prices should be comparable with, and 
not in excess of, those resulting from com- 
petitive tendering. This would place at 
the disposal of Local Authorities thousands 
of houses for letting that otherwise would 
not be built. It would also free the 
insufficient staffs of Local Authorities to 
concentrate upon and increase the number 
of houses built under the normal methods 
of contract. 


PAINT FOR TEMPORARY 


HOUSES, ETC. 


Tue Ministry of Works has decided not. 
to continue to call for paint in terms of 
British Standard Specification 929 (which 
was a war-time measure) in connection 
with the erection of temporary houses, 
etc., but. to specify ‘‘ Proprietary materials 
of established repute and quality, to be 
approved by the superintending officer.’ 
The Ministry, we are informed, has made 
this decision as the result of representa- 
tions submitted by the National Federa- 
tion of Associated Paint, Colour and 
Varnish Manufacturers of the United 
Kingdom, with the support of the other 
trade associations. The method of 
approval to be adopted with regard to 
proprietary materials will be as follows: 
(a) The contractor will submit to the 
architect or surveyor the branded name 
of the material to be supplied, and give 
information as to how long this particu- 
lar brand has been on the market, the 
name of the manufacturer and the net 
price at which it has been offered. (b) 
If (a) is considered satisfactory, the archi- 
tect or surveyor may call upon the con- 
tractor to carry out on the site a small 
amount of work with each of the materials 
ore to be used, for approval by’ the 
8.0. 
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FEDERATION OF MASTER 
BUILDERS 


Tue following points are taken from the 
report of the National Council of the above 
body presented at the fifth annual gow! 
meeting at Blackpool on Febru i 

Unity in the Industry.—During the past 
twelve months your Council has given long 
deliberation ta the question of representa- 
tion_upon the National Joint Council for 
the Building Industry, and energetic action 
is being undertaken in this A 
successful issue in this matter is of primary 
importance to all our members and, not- 


withstanding prejudice and opposition, will 
be vigorously pursued. 
Housing.—The new Housing Bil] has 


provided a subsidy exclusive to local 
authorities. The subsidy of £16 10s. a 
year for 60 years is stated to involve a 
capital sum of £595, which means, in 
effect, that by the deposit of this amount 
a corporate body would pay an annuity of 
£16 10s, a year for 60 years, Taking 
another view, £16 10s, a year for 60 years 
by simple arithmetic amounts to £990. 
Adding compound interest over the period 
roduces a sum approximating £2,000. In 
act, therefore, the ratepayer is called upon 
to shoulder the burden of every house 
built by the local authority by paying for 
it approximately one-and-a-half. .times. 
Your Council contend that if private enter- 
prise were given half of the subsidy as con- 
strued by the Government—say, £250— 
this would not, as they claim, be putting 
money into the pocket of the capitalist, 
but would have the effect of bridging the 
gap for. the occupier-owner tween 
to-day’s peak prices and, what will be 
something appertaining to normality in a 
few years time. 

Defence Regulation 56AB—£10 Licence 
Limit.—Your Council] have ever under 
review the existing licence limits, and 
while it is essential that certain control 
must be exercised, it is generally felt that 
the present low figure is causing a serious 
black market in the industry. .We have 
fully represented the position as we see it 
to the vebaiendh, and we have the per- 
sonal assurance of the Minister of Works 
that the limit will be increased at the 
earliest possible date. It is our contention 
that in normal maintenance and jobbing 
work the labour that is used is not that 
type which would be suitable for house- 
building, and that so far as materials are 
concerned the percentage of material to 
total cost is relatively small. The need 
for maintenance of existing property is 
vital after the dormant period of six years, 
and this should be permitted to proceed 
alongside the housing programme. 


WOODWORKING TRADE 
CENTRAL ‘COUNCIL 


Ar the informal meeting called by the 
English Joinery Manufacturers’ Associa- 
tion on January 29, the following wood- 
working trade associations were present : 
—The English Joinery Manufacturers’ 
Association pi incarnoested), The Timber 
Building anufacturers’ Association ; 
British Door Association, Flush Door 
Manufacturers’ Association, © National 
Federation of Box and Packing Case 
Manufacturers, Joinery and Woodwork 
Employers’ Federation, School Furniture 
Manufacturers’ Association, Scottish 
Joinery and Door Manufacturers’ Associa- 
tion, Timber and General Fencing Allied 
Contractors’ Association, National 
Association ‘of Shop Fitters, National 
Federation of Building Trades’ Employ- 
ers, and it was unanimously agreed that 
the critical position of the woodworking 
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industry made it imperative to set up a 
central body able to speak with one voice 
for all sections of the trade mainly con- 
cerned with manufacturing in softwoods. 
While it is hoped that there will ulti- 
mately be formed a Confederation of 
Woodworking Trade Associations, the 
assembled representatives felt that certain 
a were so pressing and the need 
‘or speedy action so imperative that there 
should be immediately formed a body to 
be called the Central Council of the Wood- 
working Trade Associations to take such 
action as the occasion demands pending 
formal constitution of the Confederation. 
With one exception, the Joinery and 
Woodwork Employers’ Federation, al! the 
associations represented fully supported 
the decisions taken. 

The Council thus set up, at its first 
meeting unanimously agreed. to the ap- 
pointment of Mr. Robert H. Hall, as 
chairman and Mr. G. E. Titley, F.C.A., as 
secretary, to operate with offices at 61/3, 
St. Paul’s Churchyard, E.C.4. The 
secretary will be pleased to receive ap- 
plieations from any woodworking trade 
association not already represented and to 
deal with all inquiries. 


A BROCHURE OF STEEL STRUCTURES. 


Steel in its application to structures of 
various kinds—bridges, offices, factories, 
power stations, jetties—is the theme of a 

andsomely produced brochure issued by 
Dorman Long and Co., Ltd., of Middles- 
brough and London. Most of the struc- 
tures are engineering, and they include 
some of the finest and most impressive 
works of their kind erected in modern 
times. For example, there is the great 
Sydney Harbour Bridge—the most heavily 
loaded and one of the two longest arched 
bridges in the world—illustrated by a 
superb double-spread ne hoe view. 
There are bridges with great bow-string 
spans leaping from pier to pier; suspen- 
sion bridges with the ae fag tg lightness 
of gossamer; heavy girder bridges carry- 
ing railways over tropical rivers; train 
ferry bridges; sedate highway bridges 
over British railways. A work of particu- 
lar interest is the reconstruction of the 














Labour and material problems 
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Enquiries for house erection and shuttering 
invited. 
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suspension bridge over Menai Strait, 
North Wales. A modern bridge over the 
Thames—that of Lambeth—is shown in 
juxtaposition to some of the largest office 

uildings of recent y Thames House 
and Imperial Chemical House, the steel- 
work for which was also fabricated and 
erected by the company. Each example is 
accompanied by brief technical: notes. 
The brochure is a ¢onspectus of the 
modern uses of. structural steel and is of 
particular interest to architects, engineers 
and contractors. It is a record of t 
works accomplished in many parts of the 
world, of which the company may well be 
proud. Shortage of paper compels the 
cungeey to restrict distribution of. the 
brochure, but in Dy eM Fee cases copies 
can be obtained from Publications De- 
partment, Messrs. Dorman Long and Co., 
Ltd., Zetland-rd., Middlesbrough. 


THE SCOTTISH BUILDER 
NEW BUILDINGS 


GLASGOW.—Plans prepared for canteen, for 
James Howden & Co., Ltd., at Scotland-st., for 
which the architects are  R. Noad & 
Wallace, 148, West Regent-st., Glasgow.—Plans 
prepared for housing scheme at Balshagray, 
for which the architect is N. McFadzean, 47, 
Borland-rd., Bearsden.—Corporation to erect two 
central kitchens at Kennyhill-sq. 

ROXBURGHSHIRE.—O.C, to proceed with 
erection of 130 houses at Newtown and 8t. 
Boswells sites. 

STORNOWAY.—T.C. to erect am additional 
80 houses at rte site. 

WISHAW.—Lanarkshire C.C. to erect cooking 
centre at Netherton-rd., for which the archi- 
tect is William Watt, Albert-st., Motherwell. 


FUTURE CONSTRUCTION 
CONTRACTS OPEN 


For some contracts still open, but not in- 
cluded in this list, see previous issues. Those 
with an asterisk are advertised in this number. 
The dates at the heads of paragraphs are those 
for the submission of tenders; a dagger (t) 
denotes closing date for applications; the name 
and address at the end refer to the persor 
from whom particulars may be obtained. 


BUILDING 
MARCH 12. ; 
t*Coulsdon and Purley U.D.C.—Repaiis and? 
redecorations at Coulsden Court Golf House. 8. 
tThedwastre R.D.C.—16 houses on 2 sites. 
Hunt and Coates, Architects, 84, Guildhall-st., 
Bury St. Edmunds. Dep. £3 3s. Tenders by 


March 27. 
MARCH 14. 
tLuton R.D.C.—16 houses at Bradford-rd.- 
estate, Toddington, E. and 8. Dep. £2 2s. 


MARCH 15, 

tAmesbury R.D.C.—24 houses at James-rd. 
Bothams and Brown, Architects, 32, Chipper-la., 
Salisbury. Dep. £2 2s. 

Bala U.D.C.—(a) 32 houses, (b) roads and 
sewers at Maesybronydd site. C. Dep. £5. 

Carlisle T.C.—276 houses on various estates. 
P, Dalton. City E. 

t*Etham R.D.C.—10 houses and road works. 
€. Tenders by April 8. 

+*Montgomery T.C.—10 houses. Walter B. 
Bond, F.8.1., Colmore-chbrs., 3, Newhall-st., 
etal 3. Dep. £3 3s. Tenders by March 


t*Newtown and Lianilwehaiarn U.D.C.—8* 
houses at Dolfor-rd. (site A). Walter B. Bond, 
F.8.I,, Colmore-chbrs., 3, Newhall-st., Birming- 
ham 3. Dep. £3 3s. Tenders by March 28. 

Ossett T.C.—Work in separate trades for #4 
houses. B.S. 

ae and Wilton R.D.C.—12 houses on 2 
sites. othams and Brown, 32, Clipper-la., 
Salisbury. Dep. £2 2s. : 

t*Shifnal R.D.C.—36 honses at Curriers-la. 
Walter B. Bond, F.S.1., 3, Newhall-st., Birming- 
ham 3. Dep. £3 3s. Tenders by March 30. 


MARCH 16. 

Hoyland Nether U.D.C.—12 houses and 50 
bungalows at Market-st. D. EB, Chadwick, 
Estates S., 53-55, King-st., Hoyland, nr. Barns- 
ley. Dep. £2 2s. cS ’ 

New Mills U.D.C.—10 pairs houses at High- 
field estate. J. Walton, C.. Dep. £3.3s. 


MARCH 18. 
Bideford R.D.C.—14 houses, 2 sites. Building 
+*Brlghtiieiast U.D.C —22 ‘bh t Chapel 
‘¢ tlingsea U.D.C_— ouses a apel- 
td. C. Dep. £2 2s. ‘Tenders by April 3. 
Haverfordwest R.D.C.—64 houses on 
attes. of; J. Davies, M.Inst.M. & Cy.B., §&. 


*Hornsey T.C.—16 houses at Elm House. 
Middle-la., N.8. J. H. Melville Richards, B.E- 
and 8. Dep. £22 . . > is 
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Matieck U.D.C.—68 houses at Cromford site. 
E. and 8. Dep. £3 3s. 


+3 U.0.C Rebuilding twa. hes 
Wo houses at 
m and ene at Bridge-rd., St. 
eae Oray. B. & 8. 
idd U.D.C.—40 hduses at Glantaf site. 


WwW. Pere Evans, epee and §., Municipal- 
bidgs. Dep. 

Poole T.C.— fy ee and 9% flats on 3 sites. 
J, R. Barron, B.E. anne S. pe. £2 2s. 


lord —28' houses at Gorenation: 
close, Gt. Wakering aes N. Box, 8. Dep. £3 3s. 


RCH 20. 

Harrogate Te. Work on vations trades for 

‘76 houses at Knaresborough-rd. estate. B.E. 
Harwich T.C.—Work in various trades for 29 

houses at Loan site. Burgh 
Holywell R.D.C.—10 houses at B 

R. = Roberts, Architect, Council Offices. 


nford site. 
Dep. 


£2 2s 
Ruislip-Nerthwood a aoe houses at 
Deane South Bu . RB. Metealfe, 
AMIGC.E., B.&8. Dep. £3 
MARCH 2 
Bebi T.C.—48 Senibe and 2 bungalows 
at Bromborough, B.E. and 8. Dep. £2 2s. 
ith ee. —Reconstruction of pier. 
B.E. Dep. £2 28 


MARCH 22 
Bacup a eras houses at Thorn estate. H. 

Coffogg, M.ILM. & Cy.B., B.S. Dep. £3 3s. 
Caine and Chi ham &.D.C.—Conversion 
of premises at Post Office into public con- 
venience. Rudman and Edwards, Chartered 
Pg to Market-pl., Chippenham, Dep. 
1 1s. 
*Macclesfield T.C.—46 houses at Ivy-rd. 
estate. Boro’ - a £1 1s. 

Okehampton D.C.—8 Swedish houses on 2 
sites. Housing * 


MARCH 23 

*Bradfield R.D.C.—(1) Roads and sewers; (2) 
builders’ work for erection of five pairs of 
Swedish houses at Hatch-la. C. Dep. £2 2s. 

Deal T. _ —134 houses at Park-rd. ents. SL. 
Dep, £2 2s 

*Newmarket U.D.C.—38 houses at Heath 
Lodge site. H. G. Kenyon, architect, Council 
Offices. Dep. £3 3s. 

*Tendring R.D.C.—30 houses and two aged- 
pe * bungalows in paeiene sites. 8. E. 
Carroll, E. & 8. Dep. £2 

+*Tottenham ger flats in 3-storey blocks. 
B.E. and §. oe, = 2s. 


ARCH 25. 
*Corb ag houses at Forest Gate 


C. Dep. ; 
D a "tiouses at Bunkers Hill. 
B.E. & 8. Dep. £3 3 

Ellesmere Port U.D. C.—64 » age at Overpool 
estate. E. and §. Dep. £3 3 

Halesowen T.C.—46 houses “ol 3 sites. A. T. 
and B. saga Architects, 31, Priory-st., Dudley. 
Dep. 

tlastin a T.C.—22 houses at Broadway 
bay vende * and 8. Dep. £2 2s. 

stead R.D.C.—30 houses on 
ica ~~ tt L Stephenson, A.M. Inst.C.E., E. sit 


$S. Dep. £2 
‘Penyhout_R.D D.C.—28 houses at Sam, putes 
fig. 8 Davies, FS.L., Dep. £2 
—28 lined at 


Richmond T.C. (Surrey 
Lammas-rd., Ham. B. E. Hotham a. 


Heron-ct., Richmond, Surrey. Dep. £3 
Saltash T.C.—Block of 12 flats yt Warfolton. 
8. C. Drabble, B.E. £2 2s. 
ton Cleveleys U.D.C.—62 houses at 
Knowle Ps 1 €: may H. Anderson, M.Inst.., 
M.& Dep. 2s, 
*W. need D.C.-—22 houses at Willow-way. 
berg D. V1 ge Smith (L.), 40, Regent- 
, Cambridge. Dep. £1 1s. 
MARCH 26. 

Cheshunt U.D.C.—48 houses at Bury Green 
estate. Clifford, Tee & Gale, architects, Moor- 
ate House, 153, Moorgate, E.C.2. Dep. £2 2s. 
A. Rey t Tarli t.. 
itepney .C.— we wet : ar ing ot 
ay act No. 646. B. W. Stuttle (F.), M 

ark ee B.E. 28. Den. roy 


H 
"toons T.C.—30 pevere at Sandylands site. 
J. W. Tonge, A.M.LC.E., B.E. and S. Dep 


£2 2s. 
wey 28. 

Pembroke B.C.—(1) 44 houses at Ferry-rd., 
Pembroke Dock and 50 houses at Green 
Meadow; also roads and sewer works on each 
site. BS. Dep. £2 2s. 


MARCH 29 
*arundel T.C.—19 pairs houses at Green-la. 
BS. Dep. £1 se 


30. 
Roxburgh C.C.—Work in various trades for 
130 houses at Newtown. County 
APRIL 2, 
T.C.—23 houses and site works in 
five at we No. 2. F. Battenbury, B.Sc., 
A.M. , B.E. & 8. Dep. £1 1s. each. group. 
Gloucester T T.6.—38 houses at Podsmead = 
Dep sahos Sorte at Reservoir-rd. City A. 


APR 
Downham Market U. D. ¢. 0 houses and road, 
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sewer and site works at Retreat estate. H. C. 
Hughes and P. Bicknell (FF.), 1, Tunwells-ct., 
Trumpington-st., Cambridge. ep. £2 2s. 

10. 


APRIL 
*Oxford T.C.—100 houses at Barton 


No. 3 
estate. J. C. Riddell,’ B.Sc., A.M.Inst.C.E., 
City E. & 8. Dep. £. ‘ 

NO DATE. 


*Chesham U.D.C.—36 houses at Missenden-rd 
and Bellingden-rd. L. C. Powell (F.), Norfolk 
House, Sg 7 Dep. £2 2s. 

*Esher D.C.—36 poe at Littleheath 


7 restate. Cc. Dep. 
y and Camberley U.D.C.—54 dwel 
at Crabtree-rd. site. Lik Farman fe 
8.W.14, Dep. 


Richmond Park-rd., London, 
.—(a) 50 houses in blocks of 2 


£2 2s. 
bo nent ihe A 
and 4; (b) 100 houses in block 
Hendarion 7C. Dep. "2 Os. 8 of 2 and 4, at 
erpeth D.6.—106 houses at L: 

J. B. ely 3S oe: £2 2s, ynemouth. 
Morpeth —55 houses at Widd 
Station. a B. Annett, C. Dep. £2 2s iddington 

Pn at jet Works. z 
ouses at orth Hyde 
(Holly Cottage) estate. B.E. and §. Dep. £2 “4 


MISCELLANEOUS 
MARCH 11, 
ia ene pee ae singers. grates, sinks, 
ater closets, lavato asin - 
niture and fittings. City E. pas ode. fur: 
wane 18. 
Weston- C.—Demolition and _ re- 
moval of shelters and sate tanks, etc. B. 
Wolverton U.D.C.—Demolition io shelters and 
static water tanks. §. Dep. 


ARCH 19. 
New Sarum T.C.—Demolition of blast walls. 
City E. Dep. £1 1s. 
Rochdale C€.B.—Demolition of shelters and 
civil defence structures. B'S. 
Sout C.B.—Demolition of shelters 
and wardens’ aa RA and 8. Dep. £2. 


Torquay T.C.—D it? wh 32 shel 
—Demolition o shelte: 
54 water Menke ae Dep. £2 2s. ears ane 


ARCH 22. 
Stroud U.D.6.— Demolition of shelters. S. 
RCH 25. 


MA 
Cardiff T.C.—Demolition and clearance of 


oo and static water tanks. City E. and 
P. 
PAINTING, ELECTRIC LIGHTING, 
MATERIALS, ETC. 
MARCH 18. 


Henley-on-Thames ee eeal painting of 
83 houses 7. 2 estates. re 

Keighley T.C.—B.E. and S. 

Whitworth U.D. pore and 8. 


RCH 19. 
Conway T.C.—External painting of 258 h 
on 2 estates. B.E. - o< — 
H 


MARC 
Wortley R.D.C.—E. and e 
MARCH 21. 
Coulsdon and Purley U.D.C.—S, 
*Northfleet U.D.C.—E. and 8. 
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omen | a aw 
ing of eid Joost, B.E. gue 


MARCH 
Walton and da 8 (ben and §. 
Burgess Hill U.D.C.—E. and 8S. 
MARCH 25. 
Brierfield ‘U.D.C.—S. 
King’s Lynn T.C.—B.E. 


ROADS, SEWERAGE AND 
WATER WORKS 


sewerage 


x vg Roads and 
ra "s. wer& — cee sewers at Coppetts- 
y T.C.— Reads a and sewers at Old Rectory 


Field "BS. Pp. 
MARCH 19. 

Barrow R.D.C.—Laying and _ joint- 
ing of approx. 280 yds. of 9 in. pipe sewer and 
construction of small sewage pumping station 
yd nie and Jointing: = a  * yds. of 

ri) verar ea. 
Gimson, 6, ‘Mustone a Leicester. Dep, Zita 


MARCH 20. 
Audenshaw U.D.C.—Construction of approx. 
24 miles of stoneware, concrete tube, spun-iron 
and cast-iron sewers, =. G. B. Kershaw and 
Kaufman, Consulting E 1 ete st., West- 
minster, §.W.1. Dep. £5 
MARCH = 
Battle R.D.C.—Laying of sewers and construc- 
tion of settling tanks, filters, humus tanks, etc. 
Works E. Dep. £3 3s. 
Portsmouth 1T.C.—Roads and sewers at 
Fratton Industrial Area. City BE. Dep. £2 2s. 
Walton and Weybridge ae D.C.—Roads and 
sewers at 2 sites. E. and S 


MAR RCH 
Heme!l H tead T.¢.-Roads and sewers at 
—- B. Dep. £1. 
swestry Corporation Waterworks.—Laying of 
2,410 yds. of 9 in. concrete- as 2 water mains, 
etc.. at Khydycroesau. E. Taylor, 
A. M. Inst.C.E., ron - Guildiall, Dep, £1 1s. 
Ross-on-Wye U ds and sewers at 
Three Crosses A ng Tentestes A and B. §&. 
Dep. £2 2s. 
Thornton Cleveleys-U.D.C.—Roads and sewers 
at Knowsley Park estate. E. and 8. Dep. £2 2s. 


MARCH 2%. 
Hucknall U.D.C.—Construction of sewers. E., 
Council Offices. 
and Trefriw Joint Water Sommeiiite. 
—Laying of water main at Crafnant Lake. E. 
Wynne, C., Plas yn Dre, Lianrwst, Denbigh- 
shire. Dep. £3 Tite 


Dagenham T.C. Gonstraetion ef sogtes. 2 
miles of Goaevere. eee ete. J. D. and D. M. 
Watson, MM.InstC , Old Queen-st., West- 
minster, 8.W.1. Dep. 26 6s. 
MARCH 28. 
+East Dereham U.D,C.—Roads and sewers at 
Littlefields-la. G,. Buckingham, Architect, 29, 
Tombland, Norwich. Dep. £1 1s. 


APRIL 3. 
Sudb T.C.—Roads -< sewers at Cats-la. 
site. B.E. and 8. eo. = 
Caine and Chippenham R. D. C.—Providing and 
laying of cast and wrought iron water mains. 
Ross Hooper and Bares, Dallas-chbrs., 
Chippenham, Wilts. Dep. £ 
NO DATE. 
* Aldeburgh 1.0 - Roads works ee demoli- 
De 2 2s. 


tion of catinee shelters. B.S. p. 
Esher U.D.C.—Roads and seers at Little- 


heath Farm estate. C. Dep. £2 


PUBLIC APPOINTMENTS 


Full details of Public Appointments marked * 
are advertised elsewhere in this issue. Those 
marked + have been advertised in previous 


issues. 
MAR 


15, 
*Deptford T.C.—(a) Tro second-class Engin- 
eering Assistants; (b) second-class Engineer- 
ing Assistant; (c) third-class Engineering 


Assistant. 
*Plymouth T. aa Building Inspector. 


AR 
*Brentford and Chiswick T.C.—Architectural 
Assistants. mane 


* Blackburn om Senior Architectural 


Assistant; (b) Two Architectural Assistants; 
(c) Quantity Surveyor; (d) Engineering 
Assistant. 


+Guildford T.C.—Building Inspector. 
ties C.C. me — Cr ‘Architect ; 


2) Assistant Architects ; Junior Assistant 


ovvecd Surveyors; (4) J boat, Assistant Land 
png ‘c. on Senior Engineer; (2) Heat- 
ing and Ventilating Engineer; (3) Electrical 


eer. 
*Leicester T.C.—Town Planning Assistants. 
*Northieet U.D.C.—Clerk of Works. 
Midlands Joint a Authority.— 


West 
A —— ral Draughtsma 
Twig : nn 6.8,—Wosks Superintendent. 


ARCH 
*Fife C.C.—Architectural Assistants. 
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MARCH 20. 


ssistant Quantity Bet. 
*D ©.8.—Architectural Assistant. 
+Manchester T.C.—(1) Senior Archi- 
tect; (2) Assistant Architect; (3) Senior 
Assistant Quarterly Surveyor. 
Bm es U.D. 6.—Clerk. of Works. 
“Surrey Fe e orks. 
*Watford T.C.—Assistant. Architect. 
MARCH 25. : 
*Milford Haven U.D.C.—(a) Engineering 
Assistant ; rs b) Architectural Assistant; (c) 


General Foreman. 
*M ef Health —(1 Architects ; (2) 
Ministry (1) $ ie 


Assistant Architect, Glade I; 
Architect, Grade I. 

+Preston BP o-(a) O Cnet Assistant Architect ; 
(b) Chief Housing Are! Assistant; (c) 
Senior Assistant Pitot (d) Architectural 
Assistant; (e) Surveying 
Papies and Pevazics 
sg at, Assistant ; 

own Planning Assistant; (i) Town 
and eerias istant. 

7 uaiaaaaat Superintendent and 

Building Inspec 


* West auuing.  6.6.—Teacher of Building 
Subjects. 


RCH 
*Derby C. -#.—Assistant Quantity Surveyor. 
*Dewsbury T. ©.—Architectural Assistant. 





sepool nt C.B8.—Assistant Teacher for 
ool of Building. 
Leyton B.C, eo Architectura) Assistant. 


CH 2. 
‘Erith T. e—0)" AGoating and Estimating 
Assistant; (2) arieriols Cree k. 


ARCH 30. 
* Exeter 7.0.—Bullding Manager. 
APRIL 24. 
*Somerset C.C.—County Pianning Officer. 
APRIL 2%. 
*Essex ©.C.—Chief Assi#tant Architect. 


NO DATE. 

*Canterbury E.C.—Full-time Studio Master at 
School of Art. 

*Metropolitan Water Board.—General Fore 
man. 

*University of Manchester.—Building and 
“states Officer, 


GENERAL BUILDING WORK 


Billingham-on-Tees. — Community Services 
Council for County Durham. propose acquiring 
2 acres of land at Port hag nin for recrea- 
—<— es ae mg | mplstion @ f Colleg 

— ri comers ion o e 
ef Technol of Mancheste 

Sanyo Ey pro enero at at Radcliffe-rd. 

—T.0. eereved: Additions at Elton 
roid for Sam Kay & 


orks, Kemp-st., for Co., 
additions to works at Back Manzt-st. for 
Werad ineering tions a 
son 


Ltd.; a 
ramwell, for ‘Preston & Co., Lid 
school at Redvales estate 


Rag grr | Council to erect 276 peugee on 
six sites to oo by P. Dalton, City E., 18, 
Fisher-st., Carlis) en 


©. propose extensions Bt 
Town Hall, at £30,000 
Cheadle 


Hulme.—Walker & Homfrays, Ltd., 
Woodside Brewery, Eccles New-rd., ord 5, 
ropose erection ef “ Beacon Hotel at 
urves-rd. 

Derbyshire.—C.C. propose maternity homes at 
various si 

Eseex ©.6.—Works proposed: Prefabricated 
elassrooms at N.B. 
£10,000; ¢' at Romford Girls’ 

High sch 22,000; Youth centre and kitchen 
Great Ba ld, £3,070, 

G6 Justices approved hotel. at 
Dysart-rd., Harlaxton- and Springfield-rd., 
for Mowbray & Co., Lid., London-rd.; hotel at 
junction of Belton-la. and Belton-av., for J. 
Hole & Co., Lid., 63, Monks-rd., In. 


Irthlingborough.— U.D.C. propose 94 perma- 
nent Soman at Welford-garden -, 
Kinpentnterd< vee Services mene, pre- 
bw. club 2 ses at Summerhill site. 
omer r tL), . Church-st., Brierley 


Hill. 
_ Kinvor—Stalls E.C. propose senior school at 

nvi 

hook .—B.C. propose canteen at Vine-st. 
s¢ 

Liverpool.—E.C. propose: Completion 

original plans. of tenslons a High echool for 
Girls at Anfield- ex ons at Liverpool 
Collegiate School for 

acclesfield.— hotses in ‘17 


paride my visiters ote and 
Architect to R.D.C.. 19, Moody st, Congleton. 


THE BUILDER 


Walker & Homfrays Ltd., Woodside Brewery, 
Kecles N rd 6, propose “ Brockle- 
burst Arms” hotel at rington. 

ining College for 





Mansfield.— Portland 
Disabled propose erection of buildings for resi- 
dential quarters, administrative and recrea- 
boggy a and workshops at Harlow Wood, 


Matiock,—Home Brewery Co., Ltd., Daybrook, 
rome. propose hotel at Dale-rd. Conte parley 


peg propose 274 houses in 


various paris 
Pie cm thay D.C. 170 houses at 
Cottage close aaa Talbot-gdns. sites. Plans by 
P=. James F.). 


a. pre ers obtained wanstiee es erect 
preparing plans for 50 more. 

Plans ~y Par’ A. “Weatherley, s 
tie-on-T yne.— Imperial 


Newcas 
Bristol, acquired "lite for f factory. 
rmekirk.—Lancashire E.C. propose central 
kitchen at Moorgate, at £4,500. 

Oidham.—T.C. approved: Works extensions at 
Hollins-rd., for Joseph Nadin, Ltd.; extensions 
at Rowland-st., for H. Smith (Purito Pro- 
ducts), Ltd. E. S. England (A.), 12, Clegg-st. 
—M.O.W. pr offices and separate lavatory 
block at Hollinwood. ; 

vert Dinorwic.—Caernarvonshire E.C. propose 


Salford._-Cawood, Dyson & Co., , brawees See 
at Frederick-st.; J. ‘Hartley & Son pro} 
works at The Polygon, Lower Broughton- 

Skipton.—R.D. “ propose 40 houses at Wheat- 
lands estate and 320 houses at Addingham, 
Steeten- swith Rastburn and Gargrave. Plans by 


Cc. Nort 
—T.C. to acquire site for crema- 


torium. 
Westmoriand.—R.D.C. 
station at Arnside, for N.F.S. 
Stookton-on-Tees.—B.E. prepared scheme for 
baths, ageionl training centre, cycle ae 


rac 8 and gymnasium 
£9,000, for T.C.—G. P. Stains, 25 25, High-st 
Stockton, is architect for hotel at Londonderry. 
rd., for McEwan & Co., Ltd.—Kitchi 2 
“4 40, Albert-rd. td. Middlesbrough, are architects for 
Da: 
tividale,Wo pomamampten & 5 & Dudley Breweries, 
Park Brewery, Wolverham 
hotel at Birmingham-Wolverhampton. and 
—Tyne P 4 Works, Ltd., pro- 
= 50 houses for emp oyee 
Vaynor and a asthne J. Hayes and 
Gordon 4H. 2 ga oy chartered architects, 
Queen-st.. Cardiff, repare plans for new 
eg EA Merthyr 4 ts Coed-Pontsarn-rd., 
or R.D. 
Prey Lancashire.—R.D.C. propose 238 houses 
West Mersea.—U.D.C. approved os for 


beach development by_ bat uts, tea 
d changin ant! ¥ E. Stock- 


terrace ani ig rooms. 
to acquire sites for 230 


o, 8. 

houses Wigton.—R.D.C. 
olverhampton.— romees school: 

a wshitaa and Woodmen ney ee 
cpipaten Sir pres “Gibb & Partners, 

estminster, 8. 1p 


ing plans yyy factories at Salterbec 


cEDERATED 
aaa LOY ERS * 


The Leading Office for 


Contract 
Guarantee Bonds 


ALSO 
FIRE 


WORKMEN’S COMPENSATION 
PUBLIC LIABILITY 


approved fire 








MOTOR 
Etc. “4 Ere. 
Head Office: 
8 KING STREET, MANCHESTER, 2 
London Office: 


23, Lawrence Lane, Cheapside, London, £.C.2 
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TENDERS 
* Denotes accepted. 
+t Denotes isi accepted. 
t Denotes recommended for : 
Denotes anes | subject to " 
a by HM. ‘overnment 
y rae aa 
Barnard Castle.—Houses at Copley, Butter- 
knowle and Hamsterley, for R.D.C. B. Blen- 
8., 4, Gi Barnard Castle: 


kinsopp, . 5 

*R. C. Williamson, Row Gill, Co. Durham. 
Boldon.—60 houses at Whitburn, for U.D.C. 
N. Hindmarsh, 8.: ere Ltd, Tee 
well, Newcastle-on-Tyne, £54,01 
Site Williams.a 


Bootie.— houses, iS 
Myercough-av. i a Aintree-rd.. for 
M.Inst.C.B., M.Inst.M. & Gk. *Wood. & 
Hulme, Ltd., , Dodd-av., Greasby, Ches ‘ah 


ject to M.H. approval). 

7 niwya Lieyd (F). 6 Gathedralid. Cardi; 
6: $ ral- 

*N. G. Nesten, Ltd., 46, Stuart-st., Docks, 


Cardiff, sa. s eed ole. 

a! orley 
Whittle te. Weeder ‘fe for R.D.C.: *Marland Bros 
-_ Leyland, 


rosby.—30 Ry for North-Eastern Hous- 
Newcastle: *John Twinanan, 


kitchen 
M.E.: * 


Grammar 
(Builders), 36, 
U 





ater wooo a Ashdale-rd., for 


RDO” T. Tarran & Bon, £20,645 (gubject 


to M.H. a oral) 
sa We at Peat Carr estate; 
b ua + Peat Carr estate; for 
Avchiterten Fennell & Co., Bridge "Bad- 
chbre, , Chester-le-Street: *(a) James Prentice 
Nicholas-av., eeanderdand, £12,496;  *(b) 
r Hewitt, Haswell, Du £35,983. 
Kidderminster.—42 Rendle on we for 
R.D.C.: *E. RB. B. Tooby, Ston idee, 391. 
Leeds.—2,000 prefabricated hou and 0 
brick houses, for Corporation: oN B. Bell & 
Co., Ltd., 23,134,000 (subject to M.H. seval). 
Li —268 houses, Boultham Moor Housing 
site, for T.C, A. Adlington: : *M. J. Gleeson. 
Ltd., 822, onde Nouees or we S ag 


tsladiowion — ds 
oad U.D.C. R. J. B. ae Bi ey “Birch 

Bros., Darlington-st., aida 
.—32 houses oe ee os 


E rat, Ciena. 
. BP. Offices, 8, : faylor 

Co., Lid., Ebor-st., Littleborough, Lancs 

Liverpool,—Works for T.C.: 74 ate and 40 





flats at Blacher-st *Tysons (Centractors), 
Ltd., Dry Li 
244,572 {enbloct to M.H. approval) ; alterations 
and additions to factory at a 

Lucas & (B , Lid., 
st., Prescot, 


£5,580. 
{London (Air Ministry).—List of contracts to 
value of £500 or over for week ended March 


‘Heatin, and hot-water work: G. N 
Haden London, W.C.1; Electrical work : 
Blectric 


East Anglian 
market, Suffolk; igs, Seely floors: Val ts 
Travers Asphalte Paving Co., Ltd., London 


§London (M.0.W.).—Contracts ee by 
M.O.W. duri week ending February 
London esden, kitchen at Sexteliey, 


Hy 
¥ Pine! Cayrehive: Oaimwock, site 
and an N. Fone _ mMNoc 








+ Old mack, ste 

Sons wes te Giasgon), Lid., 2,230 
es Berks: Beading 
h Francis Bros. 














Ltd., 74, Earle Court-rd., Kensington; Port Hal- 
stead, Additional blocks, T.O.B., Kent & Sussex 
Contractors, ine 10, Carit 
Yorks : York B.C. 4a, Arcon houses, W. J. Gi 
sop, Ltd., Anisfield House, Hipper 
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ton-rd., Erith, Kent. 
holme, Halifax. 








ecient 


| 


UNITE FOR STRENGTH 


6,000 


are sow members of the 


FEDERATION 
OF MASTER 





BUILDERS 


The Largest Truly Representative 
Organisation in the Industry. 


SUBSCRIPTION £3.3.0 p.a. 
LONDON REGION—37 AREAS. 
35 PROVINCIAL BRANCHES. 


‘Phone or ‘aulin : 
Secretary : 


‘23, Compton Terrace, Upper St.,N.1 
CANonbury 2041/3 


The address of your Branch Secretary 
will be forwarded. 


THE BUILDER 


{london (War Dept.).—Works contracts 
placed by War Dept., for week ended February 


23 :— 

Lincs: Miscellaneous work, F. E. , Standen, 
Lincoln. Suffolk: Repairs and replacements 
timber wroy nes, Rogers Bros., Ltd., me ing 
Berks: Miscellaneous work, Janes co Rallaee. 
Lid., loa Hampshire: Miscellaneous work, 
) + & Sons, Shottermill, Haslemere; A. J. 
as & Sons, Andover, Hants, 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—100 houses and 76 houses 
in sm for City Council. R. G. Roberts, City 
A., 18, Cloth Market, Newcastle: *Direct labour 
(subject to M.H, consent). 

Oldham.—Additional “houses a b Stondieig® 
No. 2 site, for T.C, 
tOldham and ge Building Trades Em- 
ployers’ Association, 16, Clegg-st., O 

Wes —38 houses at Burton, 

Staveley, Sedgwick oat Natland, for R.D.C. 

E. Midaleton (A,) King-st., Lancaster : 

*P. A. Baines & bon (Northern), Ltd., Cul- 
eaith, Penrith, £44,61 

0e.—Swedish aie for R.D.C.: four 

: *H. G. Frost, £2,398; six jlype : 

*H. G. Frost, £3,669; three Type A: *Bury St. 

Edmunds Develo ment Co., Lid., £4,796; two 

Type D: *Bury St. Edmunds Development Co., 





Ltd., £1,223. 

egg .—Houses for T.C. dD. _M. 
O’Herlihy, 19, Howard- m. Oe Shields, B.E. 
(60, Moor Park estate yy & Son, 


nity lar- 
lisle fynemouth ; "(50, West io Ay °F. Hall, 


Foxton-ayv., Cullercoats ; (40, West Chirton) : 
*M. J. Liddell & Son, South Gosforth. 
Uttoxeter.—24 


ramshall, King 
stone, Newborosgh and Mayfield, for RDA. 
C. E. Ingham, 8.: *Beddoes & O’Dair, Tean, 
Stoke-on-Trent, £27,487 

West Bromwich «School aan at Friar 
Park, for M.E.: *W. & F. J. Archer, Holy- 
head Works, teccksupede, ‘Handsworth, Bir- 
mingham. 

West Ham.—32 dwellings at Devonshire, Gar- 
vary and Ca rds., for C.B. Thomas E. 
North (F.), Boro’ & ‘Planning Officer: tCor- 
poration Works Desuiteeen £27,224. 

West Ham.—Rebuilding 16 oan at St. 
Clair and St. Quintin-rds., for C.B. Thomas E. 

North (F.), Boro’ A. & Planning Officer: tCor- 
poration Works Department, £13,755. 

olverton.—30 houses at Althorne-cres. and 
Stanton-av., New Bradwell, for U.D.C. G. A. 











STEVENS & ADAMS LTD. 
Point Pleasant, Wandsworth, $.W.18 
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Jellicoe ) u Gower-st., London, 
*Gilbert. Co! Co., Ltd., 14, Market, ~ 
Northampton, e5o.034. 

York. mversion of “Ashfield” Dring 
houses for extensions to Technical College, _ 
E.C,...C. J. Fat cy E., Guildhal!: *F 
Sh erd & Son, Lid. Blue Bridge-la.. York 














VITAL 
INFORMATION 


regarding 


STEEL DOOR 
FRAMES 


@DELIVERY. We are able to 
give deliveries of standard sizes 


promptly. 
@MATERIALS. North of England 


Door Frames are jig constructed. 


@FIXING. The Frames are easily 
secured to brick or breeze by lugs 
which fit between the courses and 
secured to timber by screws. 


@SIZES. All recognised standards. 


NORTH OF ENGLAND ENGINEERING 
& ELECTRICAL CO. LTD., 


FERRYHILL, Co. DURHAM. 


SELLING AGENTS :— 
COLVIN-SMITH AGENCIES, 
77, Westgate Road, Newcastie-upon-Tyne 
Tel. : Newcastle 23372 














WATKIN ZACHARY LTD. 








Boyle’s ~siceump~ Ventilator 


OVER TWO MILLION IN USE. 


ROBERT BOYLE & SON 


VENTILATING ENGINEERS 
Emergency Address: Tel. Addiseembe 0133 
34, MORLAND AVENUE, E. CROYDON, SURREY 








BUILDERS & CONTRACTORS 
and 


Specialists in Reinforced Concrete 
94 PETTY FRANCE 
WESTMINSTER, S.W.1 


Telephone : WHitehall 3379 
also KINGSTON 3708 























GALBRAITH 


LIMITED 


BUILDERS 
CONTRACTORS 
& ENGINEERS 


BROTHERS 








of . 
CAMBERWELL | Coneult us 
MEAD OFFICE: , 
34 & 35, , HIGH, HOLBORN, LONDON, Wt w & rv 














the number of 
buildings res- 

by us con- 
Linues to grow. 


about your Factory TO-DAY / 


NEGUS itp 


tion Works. KING JAMES S1.S.E./. (w4T7474) 








